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GAME AND PARKS §37-201

CHAPTER 37
GAME AND PARKS
Article.
2. Game Law General Provisions. 37-201 to 37-238.
3. Commission Powers and Duties.
(a) General Provisions. 37-304 to 37-321.
(b) Funds. 37-327 to 37-327.03.
(e) State Park System. 37-351, 37-352.
(g) Property Conveyed by Commission. 37-354.
4. Permits and Licenses.
(a) General Permits. 37-404 to 37-440.
(b) Special Permits and Licenses. 37-447 to 37-4,111.
5. Regulations and Prohibited Acts.
(a) General Provisions. 37-501 to 37-512.
(b) Game, Birds, and Aquatic Invasive Species. 37-513 to 37-528.
(d) Fish and Aquatic Organisms. 37-543 to 37-548.
(e) Damage by Wildlife. 37-559, 37-562.
6. Enforcement. 37-604 to 37-618.
7. Recreational Lands.
(c) Privately Owned Lands. 37-727.
9. Federal Acts. 37-914 to 37-921.
10. Recreational Trails. 37-1016.
12. State Boat Act. 37-1201 to 37-1296.
13. Nebraska Shooting Range Protection Act. 37-1301 to 37-1310.
14. Nebraska Invasive Species Council. 37-1401 to 37-1406.
15. Deer Donation Program. 37-1501 to 37-1510.
ARTICLE 2
GAME LAW GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section
37-201. Law, how cited.
37-202. Definitions, where found.

37-206.01. Aquatic invasive species, defined.
37-207.01. Authorized inspector, defined.
37-215.01. Conveyance, defined.

37-238. Raptor, defined.

37-201 Law, how cited.
Sections 37-201 to 37-811 and 37-1501 to 37-1510 shall be known and may

be cited as the Game Law.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112, 1, § 2, p. 408; C.S.1929, § 37-102; R.S.1943,
§ 37-102; Laws 1989, LB 34, § 2; Laws 1989, LB 251, § 1; Laws
1991, LB 403, § 2; Laws 1993, LB 830, § 7; Laws 1994, LB 1088,
§ 2; Laws 1994, LB 1165, § 6; Laws 1995, LB 274, § 1; Laws
1996, LB 923, § 2; Laws 1997, LB 19, § 2; R.S.Supp.,1997,
§ 37-102; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 11; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 2;
Laws 2000, LB 788, § 2; Laws 2002, LB 1003, § 14; Laws 2003,
LB 305, § 1; Laws 2004, LB 826, § 1; Laws 2005, LB 121, § 2;
Laws 2005, LB 162, § 1; Laws 2007, LB504, § 1; Laws 2009,
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§37-201 GAME AND PARKS

LB105, § 2; Laws 2010, LB743, § 3; Laws 2010, LB836, § 1;
Laws 2012, LB391, § 1; Laws 2012, LB928, § 1; Laws 2014,
LB699, § 1; Laws 2014, LB814, § 1.

Note: The Revisor of Statutes has pursuant to section 49-769 correlated LB699, section 1, with LB814, section 1, to reflect all!
amendments.

Note: Changes made by LB699 became effective April 3, 2014. Changes made by LB814 became operative October 1, 2014.

37-202 Definitions, where found.

For purposes of the Game Law, unless the context otherwise requires, the
definitions found in sections 37-203 to 37-247 are used.

Source: Laws 1929, ¢. 112, 1, § 1, p. 407; C.S.1929, § 37-101; Laws 1931,
c. 75,8 1, p. 199; Laws 1937, c. 89, § 1, p. 290; Laws 1941, c. 72,
§ 1, p. 300; C.S.Supp.,1941, § 37-101; Laws 1943, c. 94, § 1, p.
321; R.S.1943, § 37-101; Laws 1949, c. 100, § 1, p. 275; Laws
1953, c. 123, § 1, p. 386; Laws 1957, c. 139, § 1, p. 464; Laws
1959, c. 148, § 2, p. 563; Laws 1963, c. 200, § 1, p. 647; Laws
1965, c. 194, § 1, p. 592; Laws 1967, c. 216, § 1, p. 578; Laws
1971, LB 733, § 8; Laws 1973, LB 331, § 1; Laws 1975, LB 195,
§ 1; Laws 1975, LB 142, § 1; Laws 1976, LB 861, § 1; Laws
1981, LB 72, § 1; Laws 1985, LB 557, § 1; Laws 1987, LB 154,
§ 1; Laws 1989, LB 34, § 1; Laws 1993, LB 121, § 201; Laws
1993, LB 830, § 6; Laws 1994, LB 884, § 57; Laws 1994, LB
1088, § 1; Laws 1994, LB 1165, § 5; Laws 1995, LB 259, § 1;
Laws 1997, LB 173, § 1; R.S.Supp.,1997, § 37-101; Laws 1998,
LB 922, § 12; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 3; Laws 2002, LB 1003,
§ 15; Laws 2012, LB391, § 2.

37-206.01 Aquatic invasive species, defined.

Aquatic invasive species means exotic or nonnative aquatic organisms listed
in rules and regulations of the commission which pose a significant threat to
the aquatic resources, water supplies, or water infrastructure of this state.

Source: Laws 2012, LB391, § 3.

37-207.01 Authorized inspector, defined.

Authorized inspector means a person who meets the requirements established
in rules and regulations of the commission to inspect for aquatic invasive
species and includes, but is not limited to, a conservation officer and a peace
officer as defined in section 49-801.

Source: Laws 2012, LB391, § 4.

37-215.01 Conveyance, defined.

Conveyance means a motorboat as defined in section 37-1204, a personal
watercraft as defined in section 37-1204.01, a vessel as defined in section
37-1203, a trailer, or any associated equipment or containers which may
contain or carry aquatic invasive species.

Source: Laws 2012, LB391, § 5.

37-238 Raptor, defined.
2014 Cumulative Supplement 1180



COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES §37-314

Raptor means any bird of the Accipitriformes, Falconiformes, or Strigi-
formes, including, but not limited to, caracaras, eagles, falcons, harriers,
hawks, kites, osprey, owls, and vultures.

Source: Laws 1998, LB 922, § 48; Laws 2011, LB41, § 1.

ARTICLE 3
COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section

37-304. Commission; rules and regulations; commission orders.

37-314. Commission; rules and regulations; commission orders; powers; public
hearing; notice; seasons; opening and closing; powers of commission;
violations; penalty.

37-321. Fish; emergency created by drying up of waters; permission to take by any
means; order; violation; penalty.

(b) FUNDS
37-3217. Commission; fees; duty to establish; limit on increase.

37-327.01. Game Law Investigation Cash Fund; created; use; investment; record-
keeping duties.

37-327.02. Game and Parks Commission Capital Maintenance Fund; created; use;
investment.

37-327.03. Game and Parks State Park Improvement and Maintenance Fund; created;
use; investment.

(e) STATE PARK SYSTEM

37-351. Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Cash Fund; created;
investment.
37-352. Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Cash Fund; disbursements;

commission; multiyear recreational development plan.
(g) PROPERTY CONVEYED BY COMMISSION

37-354. Operation and maintenance; requirements; compliance and enforcement.

(a) GENERAL PROVISIONS

37-304 Commission; rules and regulations; commission orders.

(1) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations, under
the procedures set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act, governing the
administration and use of all property, real and personal, under its ownership
or control.

(2) The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations it
deems necessary to administer the activities and facilities described in sections
37-305 to 37-313.

(3) The commission may pass, by majority vote, commission orders which
govern (a) conservation orders, (b) seasons, (c) open and closed areas, and (d)
bag limits as described in section 37-314.

Source: Laws 1998, LB 922, § 62; Laws 2013, LB499, § 1.

Cross References

Administrative Procedure Act, see section 84-920.

37-314 Commission; rules and regulations; commission orders; powers;
public hearing; notice; seasons; opening and closing; powers of commission;
violations; penalty.
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§37-314 GAME AND PARKS

(1) The commission may, in accordance with the Game Law, other provisions
of law, and lawful rules and regulations, fix, prescribe, and publish rules and
regulations regarding the methods or type, kind, and specifications of hunting,
fur-harvesting, or fishing gear used in the taking of any game, game fish,
nongame fish, game animals, fur-bearing animals, or game birds. Such rules
and regulations may be amended, modified, or repealed from time to time and
shall be based upon investigation and available but reliable data relative to such
limitations and standards.

(2) The commission may, in accordance with the Game Law, other provisions
of law, and lawful rules and regulations, pass and publish commission orders
regarding (a) conservation orders authorized by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, (b) open seasons and closed seasons, either permanent or
temporary, (c) bag limits, including the age, sex, species, or area of the state in
which any game, game fish, nongame fish, game animals, fur-bearing animals,
or game birds may be taken, or (d) the taking of any particular kinds, species,
or sizes of game, game fish, nongame fish, game animals, fur-bearing animals,
and game birds in any designated waters or areas of this state. The commission
may pass such commission orders after due investigation and having due
regard to the distribution, abundance, economic value, breeding habits, migra-
tory habits, and causes of depletion or extermination of the same in such
designated waters or areas and having due regard to the volume of the hunting,
fur harvesting, and fishing practiced therein and the climatic, seasonal, and
other conditions affecting the protection, preservation, and propagation of the
same in such waters or areas. The commission orders may be amended,
modified, or repealed from time to time. Commission orders shall be based
upon investigation and available but reliable data relative to such limitations
and standards.

(3) The commission shall hold at least one public hearing in accordance with
section 37-104 on each proposed commission order or amendment, modifica-
tion, or repeal of a commission order and shall hold at least one public hearing
in accordance with section 37-104, in addition to all other requirements of the
Administrative Procedure Act, on each proposed rule and regulation or amend-
ment, modification, or repeal of a rule or regulation. The commission shall give
notice of such hearing to the public at least thirty days prior to the hearing by
posting it on the commission’s web site. No commission order shall be valid
against any person until fifteen days after such order has been posted on the
commission’s web site. Each rule, regulation, amendment, modification, and
repeal shall specify the date when it shall become effective and while it remains
in effect shall have the force and effect of law.

(4) Regardless of the provisions of this section or of other provisions of the
Game Law which empower the commission to set seasons on game birds, fish,
or animals or provide the means and method by which such seasons are set or
promulgated and regardless of the provisions of the Administrative Procedure
Act, the commission may close or reopen any open season previously set on
game birds, fish, or animals in all or any specific portion of the state. The
commission shall only close or reopen such seasons by majority vote at a valid
special meeting called under section 37-104 and other provisions of statutes
regarding the holding of public meetings. Any closing or reopening of an open
season previously set by the commission shall not be effective for at least
twenty-four hours after such action by the commission. The commission shall
make every effort to make available to all forms of the news media the
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COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES §37-327

information on any opening or closing of any open season on game birds, fish,
or animals previously set. The commission may only use this special provision
allowing the commission to open or close game bird, fish, or animal seasons
previously set in emergency situations in which the continuation of the open
season would result in grave danger to human life or property or to bird, fish,
or wild animal populations. The commission may also close or reopen any
season established by a conservation order under the same provisions pertain-
ing to closing and reopening seasons in this section.

(5) Any person violating the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated
or commission orders passed pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a Class
I1I misdemeanor and shall be fined at least one hundred dollars upon convic-
tion.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112, III, § 1, p. 413; C.S.1929, § 37-301; Laws
1931, ¢. 70, § 1, p. 190; Laws 1937, c. 89, § 5, p. 292;
C.S.Supp.,1941, § 37-301; Laws 1943, c. 94, § 5, p. 324; R.S.
1943, § 37-301; Laws 1957, c. 242, § 31, p. 844; Laws 1972, LB
777, § 4; Laws 1972, LB 1284, § 14; Laws 1975, LB 489, § 2;
Laws 1981, LB 72, § 13; Laws 1989, LB 34, § 12; R.S.1943,
(1993), § 37-301; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 72; Laws 1999, LB 176,
§ 14; Laws 2009, LB105, § 3; Laws 2013, LB499, § 2.

Cross References

Administrative Procedure Act, see section 84-920.

37-321 Fish; emergency created by drying up of waters; permission to take
by any means; order; violation; penalty.

The secretary of the commission may, by order, authorize the taking of fish
by any means and in any number whenever the secretary determines, pursuant
to standards imposed by rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the
commission, that such action is necessary for proper fish management as a
result of an emergency created by the drying up of any waters inhabited by fish.
Such determination shall specify the waters in which such emergency action is
desirable, and the authorization so granted shall extend to such waters and to
no others. The taking of any fish in violation of this section shall be a Class V
misdemeanor.

Source: Laws 1961, c¢. 174, § 7, p. 521; Laws 1977, LB 40, § 189;
R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-503.06; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 79; Laws
2013, LB499, § 3.

(b) FUNDS
37-327 Commission; fees; duty to establish; limit on increase.

(1) The commission shall establish fees for licenses, permits, stamps, bands,
registrations, and certificates issued under the Game Law and the State Boat
Act as provided in the Game Law and State Boat Act. The commission shall not
increase any fee more than six percent per year, except that if a fee has not
been increased by such percentage in the immediately preceding year, the
difference between a six percent increase and the actual percentage increase in
such preceding year may be added to the percentage increase in the following
year. Such fees shall be collected and disposed of as provided in the Game Law
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§37-327 GAME AND PARKS

and State Boat Act. The commission shall, as provided in the Game Law and
State Boat Act, establish issuance fees to be retained by authorized agents
issuing such licenses, permits, stamps, bands, registrations, and certificates.
The commission shall establish such fees by the adoption and promulgation of
rules and regulations.

(2) Prior to establishing any fee, the commission shall, at least thirty days
prior to the hearing required in section 84-907, make the following information
available for public review:

(a) The commission’s policy on the minimum cash balance to be maintained
in the fund in which the revenue from the fee being established is deposited and
the justification in support of such policy;

(b) Monthly estimates of cash fund revenue, expenditures, and ending bal-
ances for the current fiscal year and the following two fiscal years for the fund
in which the revenue from the fee being established is deposited. Estimates
shall be prepared for both the current fee schedule and the proposed fee
schedule; and

(c) A statement of the reasons for establishing the fee at the proposed level.

(3) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to
establish fees for expired licenses, permits, stamps, bands, registrations, and
certificates issued under the Game Law and the State Boat Act. The commis-
sion shall collect the fees and remit them to the State Treasurer for credit to the
State Game Fund.

Source: Laws 1993, LB 235, § 1; R.S.1943, (1996), § 81-814.02; Laws
1998, LB 922, § 85; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 16; Laws 2009,
LB105, § 4; Laws 2011, LB41, § 2.

Cross References

State Boat Act, see section 37-1201.

37-327.01 Game Law Investigation Cash Fund; created; use; investment;
record-keeping duties.

(1) The Game Law Investigation Cash Fund is created. The commission shall
use the fund for the purpose of obtaining evidence for enforcement of the Game
Law. The fund shall be funded through revenue collected under the Game Law
and budgeted or allocated to the fund by the commission, and through dona-
tions from persons, wildlife groups, and other charitable sources. Any money in
the fund available for investment shall be invested by the state investment
officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State
Funds Investment Act.

(2) For the purpose of establishing and maintaining legislative oversight and
accountability, the commission shall formulate record-keeping procedures for
all expenditures, disbursements, and transfers of cash from the Game Law
Investigation Cash Fund. Based on these record-keeping procedures, the com-
mission shall prepare and deliver electronically to the Clerk of the Legislature
by September 15 of each year a detailed report of the previous fiscal year which
includes, but is not limited to: (a) The June 30 balance in the Game Law
Investigation Cash Fund and the amounts delivered to the commission for
distribution to agents and informants; (b) the total amount of expenditures; (c)
the purpose of the expenditures including: (i) Salaries and any expenses of all
agents and informants; (ii) front money for wildlife purchases; (iii) type of
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COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES §37-351

wildlife and amount purchased; and (iv) amount of front money recovered; (d)
the total number of informants on payroll; and (e) the results procured through
such transactions. Each member of the Legislature shall receive an electronic
copy of such report by making a request for it to the secretary of the
commission.

(3) The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to
carry out this section.

Source: Laws 2000, LB 788, § 1; Laws 2012, LB782, § 35.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

37-327.02 Game and Parks Commission Capital Maintenance Fund; created;
use; investment.

The Game and Parks Commission Capital Maintenance Fund is created. The
fund shall consist of money credited to the fund pursuant to section 77-27,132,
transfers authorized by the Legislature, and any gifts, grants, bequests, or
donations to the fund. The fund shall be administered by the commission and
shall be used to build, repair, renovate, rehabilitate, restore, modify, or improve
any infrastructure within the statutory authority and administration of the
commission. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested
by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act
and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.

Source: Laws 2014, LB814, § 2.
Operative date October 1, 2014.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

37-327.03 Game and Parks State Park Improvement and Maintenance Fund;
created; use; investment.

The Game and Parks State Park Improvement and Maintenance Fund is
created. The fund shall consist of transfers made by the Legislature and any
gifts, grants, bequests, or donations to the fund. Money in the fund shall be used
to build, repair, renovate, rehabilitate, restore, modify, or improve any infra-
structure in the state park system. Any money in the fund available for
investment shall be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the
Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.

Source: Laws 2014, LB906, § 4.
Effective date March 30, 2014.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

(e) STATE PARK SYSTEM
37-351 Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Cash Fund; created;
investment.

There is hereby created a fund to be known as the Nebraska Outdoor
Recreation Development Cash Fund. The fund shall contain the money received
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§37-351 GAME AND PARKS

pursuant to section 77-2602 and any funds donated as gifts, bequests, or other
contributions to such fund from public or private entities. Transfers may be
made from the fund to the General Fund at the direction of the Legislature
through June 30, 2011. Any money in the Nebraska Outdoor Recreation
Development Cash Fund available for investment shall be invested by the state
investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.

Source: Laws 1978, LB 109, § 4; R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-1303; Laws 1998,
LB 922, § 109; Laws 2009, First Spec. Sess., LB3, § 18.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

37-352 Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Cash Fund; disburse-
ments; commission; multiyear recreational development plan.

(1) No appropriation shall be made from the Nebraska Outdoor Recreation
Development Cash Fund until the commission has presented electronically a
multiyear recreational development plan to the Legislature for its review,
modification, and final approval. An updated version of such plan shall also be
submitted electronically to the Legislature annually for its modification and
approval. The money in such fund shall be administered according to this
section by the commission for the development, operation, and maintenance of;
areas of the state park system. The money in such fund may be used in whole or
in part for the matching of federal funds. All disbursements from the fund shall
be made upon warrants drawn by the Director of Administrative Services.

(2) When a recreational plan is prepared for any state park system area or
part of a state park system area cooperatively managed by the commission and
the Nebraska State Historical Society, such plan shall insure that adequate
funds are appropriated to develop and maintain historical aspects.

Source: Laws 1978, LB 109, § 5; Laws 1989, LB 18, § 3; R.S.1943,
(1993), § 37-1304; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 110; Laws 2012,
LB782, § 36.

(g) PROPERTY CONVEYED BY COMMISSION

37-354 Operation and maintenance; requirements; compliance and enforce-
ment.

Property conveyed by the commission pursuant to sections 90-272 to 90-275
and 90-278 shall be operated and maintained as follows:

(1) The property shall be maintained so as to appear attractive and inviting to
the public;

(2) Sanitation and sanitary facilities shall be maintained in accordance with
applicable health standards;

(3) Properties shall be kept reasonably open, accessible, and safe for public
use. Fire prevention and similar activities shall be maintained for proper public
safety;

(4) Buildings, roads, trails, and other structures and improvements shall be
kept in reasonable repair throughout their estimated lifetime to prevent undue
deterioration and to encourage public use; and
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COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES §37-354

(5) The facility shall be kept open for public use at reasonable hours and
times of the year, according to the type of area or facility.

The commission shall be responsible for compliance and enforcement of the
requirements set forth in this section.

Source: Laws 2010, LB743, § 4; Laws 2011, LB207, § 2; Laws 2011,

Section
37-404.
37-404.01.
37-405.
37-407.
37-410.
37-411.
37-413.
37-414.
37-415.

37-417.
37-420.

37-421.

37-421.01.
37-422.

37-426.

37-427.
37-431.

37-432.
37-433.

37-438.
37-440.

37-447.
37-448.

37-449.

37-450.

37-451.

37-452.

37-455.

LB563, § 2; Laws 2012, LB739, § 2.

ARTICLE 4
PERMITS AND LICENSES

(a) GENERAL PERMITS

Permits; qualifications; limitations.

Hunting permit; person with developmental disability; license-purchase
exemption certificate; application; contents.

Hunting, fishing, or fur-harvesting permit; expiration; duties of holder.

Hunting, fishing, and fur-harvesting permits; fees.

Permits; unlawful acts; penalty; confiscation of permits; residents under
sixteen years of age, no permit necessary.

Hunting, fishing, or fur harvesting without permit; unlawful; exceptions;
violations; penalties.

Firearm hunter education program; commission issue certificate; hunting,
lawful when; apprentice hunter education exemption certificate; fee.

Bow hunter education program; certificate; issuance; hunting, lawful;
when.

Lifetime fur-harvesting, fishing, hunting, or combination permit; fees;
replacement; rules and regulations.

Lifetime permits; fees; disposition.

Hunting and fishing permit; veterans; exempt from payment of fees, when;
special permits; limitations.

Combination hunting and fishing permits; stamps; persons eligible; special
permits, limitation.

Military deployment; permits; stamps; conditions; fee.

Special daily fishing permits; fee; form; requirements; commission;
establish; educational fishing project permits.

Taking birds, animals, and aquatic organisms; stamps; when required;
exhibit on request; fees.

Stamps; nontransferable; expiration.

Nebraska Habitat Fund; Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund; created; use;
investment; stamps; fees; disposition; duties of officials; violation; penalty.

Stamps; money received from fees; administered by commission; purposes.

Violations; penalty; affirmative defense.

Annual and temporary permits; fees.

Display and issuance of permits; where procured; clerical fee.

(b) SPECIAL PERMITS AND LICENSES

Permit to hunt deer; commission; powers; issuance; fee; violation; penalty.

Special deer depredation season; extension of existing deer hunting season;
permit; issuance; fee; free permits; when issued.

Permit to hunt antelope; regulation and limitation by commission; issuance;
fees; violation; penalty.

Permit to hunt elk; regulation and limitation by commission; issuance; fee;
violation; penalty.

Permit to hunt mountain sheep; regulation and limitation by commission;
issuance; fee; violation; penalty.

Hunting of antelope, elk, mountain sheep, mountain lion, or deer; age
requirements.

Limited deer, antelope, wild turkey, or elk permit; conditions; fee.
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Section
37-455.01. Permit to hunt antelope, elk, deer, and wild turkey; auction or lottery
permits; issuance; fee.

37-456. Limited antelope or elk permit; issuance; limitation.

37-457. Hunting wild turkey; permit required; fee; issuance.

37-460. Repealed. Laws 2011, LB 41, § 31.

37-461. Muskrats or beavers; permit to destroy; violation; penalty.

37-464. Possession of fur, pelt, or carcass; prohibited acts.

37-472. Permit to kill mountain lions; eligibility.

37-473. Permit for hunting mountain lions; application fee; auction; use of
proceeds.

37-4717. Certain animals kept in captivity; permit required; exceptions; rules and
regulations.

37-479. Captive wildlife permit; issuance; fee; prohibited acts; violation; penalty.

37-481. Certain wild animals; keeping in captivity; permit not required; when.

37-483. Recall pen; captive wildlife permit required; permit.

37-484. Game breeding and controlled shooting area; license; application; fee.

37-485. License requirements; inspection; issuance.

37-487. Posting of areas.

37-488. Privileges conferred by license; game birds, requirements; marking and
transport.

37-489. Game birds released, propagated, and taken; record; reports.

37-490. Closed season.

37-492. Commission; rules and regulations; commission orders; limitations upon
game breeding and controlled shooting areas.

37-497. Raptors; protection; management; falconry permit; captive propagation
permit; raptor collecting permit; fees.

37-498. Raptors; take or maintain; permit required.

37-499. Repealed. Laws 2011, LB 41, § 31.

37-4,100. Repealed. Laws 2011, LB 41, § 31.

37-4,101. Repealed. Laws 2011, LB 41, § 31.

37-4,102. Repealed. Laws 2011, LB 41, § 31.

37-4,103.  Raptors; violations; penalty.

37-4,107.  Bullfrogs; fishing permit required; manner of taking.
37-4,111.  Permit to take paddlefish; issuance; fee.

(a) GENERAL PERMITS

37-404 Permits; qualifications; limitations.

(1) Any resident of the United States who has resided in this state continuous-
ly for a period of thirty days before applying for a permit under the Game Law
and who has a bona fide intention of becoming a legal resident of this state,
supported by documentary proof, shall be deemed to be a resident and may be
issued a resident permit under the Game Law.

(2) No hunting permit shall be issued to any person who is known to have a
significant physical or mental disability and who is unable to safely carry or use
a firearm because of such disability except as provided in section 37-404.01.

(3) The commission may limit the number of days for which a permit is
issued and the number of fish or game birds taken on one permit. The
commission may provide for a method of tagging and identification of fish and
game birds taken under a nonresident permit.

Source: Laws 1998, LB 922, § 114; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 17; Laws 2003,
LB 305, § 4; Laws 2014, LB699, § 3.
Effective date April 3, 2014.

37-404.01 Hunting permit; person with developmental disability; license-
purchase exemption certificate; application; contents.
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A hunting permit may be issued to any person who has a developmental
disability and who has a license-purchase exemption certificate issued by the
commission authorizing such person to purchase a hunting permit. The com-
mission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to establish forms and
procedures for the issuance of license-purchase exemption certificates. Any
license-purchase exemption certificate issued pursuant to this section shall be
issued at no cost to the person who has a developmental disability and shall
clearly state on its face that the holder must at all times while hunting be
accompanied as described in subsection (4) of section 37-413. No license-
purchase exemption certificate shall be issued to any person who has been
found by any court or mental health board to pose a current danger to himself
or herself or others. As part of the application process for a license-purchase
exemption certificate, a person who has a developmental disability shall present
the commission with a written authorization signed by a physician indicating
that the person who has a developmental disability is at all times capable of
understanding and following directions given by another person and that the
person who has a developmental disability is not a danger to himself or herself
or others while engaged in hunting with a firearm. For purposes of this section,
developmental disability has the same meaning as in section 83-1205.

Source: Laws 2014, LB699, § 2.
Effective date April 3, 2014.

37-405 Hunting, fishing, or fur-harvesting permit; expiration; duties of

holder.

(1) The commission shall provide for the issuance of permits to hunt, fish, or
harvest fur. Application for such permits shall be made to the commission or its
agents and shall contain such information as may be prescribed by the commis-
sion. All applications for permits to harvest fur shall include the applicant’s
social security number. A permit shall authorize the person to whom it is issued
to hunt, fish, or harvest fur-bearing animals as provided by the Game Law
during the period for which the permit is issued.

(2) If the holder of a hunting permit is a hunter of migratory game birds, he
or she shall be required to declare himself or herself as such and provide
information regarding his or her migratory game bird hunting activity to the
commission. Documentation of such a declaration shall be made on the hunting
permit or a separate document which shall become a part of the permit. Costs
to the commission of implementing such declaration and documentation and
for participation in a federal program designed to obtain survey information on
migratory bird hunting activity shall be funded from the State Game Fund. For
purposes of this subsection, migratory bird has the definition found in 50 C.F.R.
part 10, subpart B, section 10.12, and migratory game bird has the definition
found in 50 C.F.R. part 20, subpart B, section 20.11(a).

(3)(a) All permits shall expire at midnight on December 31 in the year for
which the permit is issued, except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b) of]
this subsection and sections 37-415, 37-420, and 37-421.

(b) The commission may issue multiple-year permits to hunt, fish, or harvest
fur. The permits shall expire at midnight on December 31 in the last year for
which the permit is valid.

(c) A multiple-year permit issued to a resident of Nebraska shall not be made
invalid by reason of the holder subsequently residing outside of Nebraska.
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(4) A person who is hunting, fur harvesting, or fishing shall present evidence
of having a permit immediately upon demand to any officer or person whose
duty it is to enforce the Game Law. Any person hunting, fishing, or fur
harvesting in this state without such evidence shall be deemed to be without
such permit.

(5) The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations neces-
sary to carry out this section.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112, I1, § 2, p. 409; C.S.1929, § 37-202; Laws 1935,
c. 84, § 1, p. 274; C.S.Supp.,1941, § 37-202; Laws 1943, c. 94,
§ 2, p. 322; R.S.1943, § 37-202; Laws 1947, c. 131, § 1, p. 373;
Laws 1975, LB 79, § 1; Laws 1979, LB 434, § 1; Laws 1981, LB
72, § 3; Laws 1985, LB 224, § 1; Laws 1989, LB 34, § 4; Laws
1997, LB 173, § 2; Laws 1997, LB 752, § 86; R.S.Supp.,1997,
§ 37-202; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 115; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 18;
Laws 2003, LB 305, § 5; Laws 2011, LB41, § 3.

37-407 Hunting, fishing, and fur-harvesting permits; fees.

(1) The commission may offer multiple-year permits or combinations of
permits at reduced rates and may establish fees pursuant to section 37-327 to
be paid to the state for resident and nonresident annual hunting permits,
annual fishing permits, three-day fishing permits, one-day fishing permits,
combination hunting and fishing permits, fur-harvesting permits, and nonresi-
dent two-day hunting permits issued for periods of two consecutive days, as
provided in this section.

(2) The fee for a multiple-year permit shall be established by the commission
pursuant to section 37-327 and shall not be more than the number of years the
permit will be valid times the fee required for an annual permit as provided in
subsection (3) or (4) of this section. Payment for a multiple-year permit shall be
made in a lump sum at the time of application. A replacement multiple-year
permit may be issued under section 37-409 if the original is lost or destroyed.

(3) Resident fees shall be (a) not more than thirteen dollars for an annual
hunting permit, (b) not more than seventeen dollars and fifty cents for an
annual fishing permit, (c) not more than eleven dollars and fifty cents for a
three-day fishing permit, (d) not more than eight dollars for a one-day fishing
permit, (e) not more than twenty-nine dollars for an annual fishing and hunting
permit, and (f) not more than twenty dollars for an annual fur harvesting
permit.

(4) Nonresident fees shall be (a) not more than two hundred sixty dollars for
a period of time specified by the commission for fur harvesting one thousand or
less fur-bearing animals and not more than seventeen dollars and fifty cents
additional for each one hundred or part of one hundred fur-bearing animals
harvested, (b)(i) for persons sixteen years of age and older, not more than
eighty dollars for an annual hunting permit and (ii) for persons under sixteen
years of age, not less than the fee required pursuant to subdivision (3)(a) of this
section for an annual hunting permit, (¢c) not more than fifty-five dollars for a
two-day hunting permit plus the cost of a habitat stamp, (d) not more than nine
dollars for a one-day fishing permit, (e) not more than sixteen dollars and fifty
cents for a three-day fishing permit, (f) not more than forty-nine dollars and
fifty cents for an annual fishing permit, and (g)(i) for persons sixteen years of
age and older, not more than one hundred fifty dollars for an annual fishing
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and hunting permit and (ii) for persons under sixteen years of age, not less than
the fee required pursuant to subdivision (3)(e) of this section for an annual
fishing and hunting permit.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112, I1, § 4, p. 410; C.S.1929, § 37-204; Laws 1935,
c. 84,8 2, p. 275; Laws 1939, c. 44, § 1, p. 203; C.S.Supp.,1941,
§ 37-204; Laws 1943, c. 94, § 3, p. 323; R.S.1943, § 37-204; Laws
1945, c. 78, § 1, p. 288; Laws 1947, c. 132, § 1, p. 374; Laws
1949, c. 101, § 1, p. 278; Laws 1955, c. 130, § 1, p. 376; Laws
1957, c. 140, § 2, p. 475; Laws 1959, c. 150, § 1, p. 568; Laws
1963, c. 203, § 1, p. 654; Laws 1963, c. 202, § 2, p. 652; Laws
1965, c. 195, § 1, p. 594; Laws 1967, c. 215, § 1, p. 576; Laws
1969, c. 290, § 1, p. 1060; Laws 1972, LB 777, § 1; Laws 1974,
LB 811, § 4; Laws 1975, LB 489, § 1; Laws 1976, LB 861, § 4;
Laws 1977, LB 129, § 1; Laws 1979, LB 78, § 1; Laws 1979, LB
553, 8 1; Laws 1981, LB 72, § 4; Laws 1987, LB 105, § 2; Laws
1989, LB 34, § 5; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 6; Laws 1995, LB 579,
§ 1; Laws 1995, LB 583, § 1; R.S.Supp., 1996, § 37-204; Laws
1998, LB 922, § 117; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 1; Laws 2002, LB
1003, § 19; Laws 2003, LB 306, § 1; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 2;
Laws 2007, LB299, § 2; Laws 2009, LB105, § 5; Laws 2011,
LB41, § 4.

37-410 Permits; unlawful acts; penalty; confiscation of permits; residents
under sixteen years of age, no permit necessary.

(1) It shall be unlawful (a) for any person who has been issued a permit
under the Game Law to lend or transfer his or her permit to another or for any
person to borrow or use the permit of another, (b) for any person to procure a
permit under an assumed name or to falsely state the place of his or her legal
residence or make any other false statement in securing a permit, (c) for any
person to knowingly issue or aid in securing a permit under the Game Law for
any person not legally entitled thereto, (d) for any person disqualified for a
permit to hunt, fish, or harvest fur with or without a permit during any period
when such right has been forfeited or for which his or her permit has been
revoked by the commission, or (e) for any nonresident under the age of sixteen
years to receive a permit to harvest fur from any fur-bearing animal under the
Game Law without presenting a written request therefor signed by his or her
father, mother, or guardian.

(2) All children who are residents of the State of Nebraska and are under
sixteen years of age shall not be required to have a permit to hunt, harvest fur,
or fish.

(3) Any person violating subdivision (1)(a), (b), (c), or (d) of this section shall
be guilty of a Class II misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined at least
one hundred dollars for violations involving a fishing permit, at least one
hundred fifty dollars for violations involving a small game, fur-harvesting,
paddlefish, or deer permit, at least two hundred fifty dollars for violations
involving an antelope permit, at least five hundred dollars for violations
involving an elk permit, and at least one thousand dollars for violations
involving a mountain sheep permit. Any person violating subdivision (1)(e) of
this section shall be guilty of a Class III misdemeanor and shall be fined at least
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seventy-five dollars. Any permits purchased or used in violation of this section
shall be confiscated by the court.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112,11, § 8, p. 411; C.S.1929, § 37-208; Laws 1941,
c. 72, § 8, p. 305; C.S.Supp.,1941, § 37-208; R.S.1943, § 37-208;
Laws 1949, c. 102, § 1, p. 280; Laws 1959, c. 150, § 2, p. 569;
Laws 1977, LB 40, § 173; Laws 1981, LB 72, § 6; Laws 1989, LB
34, § 9; R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-208; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 120;
Laws 1999, LB 176, § 22; Laws 2003, LB 305, § 7; Laws 2009,
LB105, § 6.

37-411 Hunting, fishing, or fur harvesting without permit; unlawful; excep-
tions; violations; penalties.

(1) Unless issued a permit as required in the Game Law, it shall be unlawful:

(a) For any resident of Nebraska who is sixteen years of age or older or any
nonresident of Nebraska to engage in fur harvesting or possess any fur-bearing
animal or raw fur. Nonresident fur-harvesting permits may be issued only to
residents of states which issue similar permits to residents of Nebraska;

(b) For any resident of Nebraska who is sixteen years of age or older or any
nonresident of Nebraska to hunt or possess any kind of game birds, game
animals, or crows;

(c) For any person who is sixteen years of age or older to hunt or possess any,
migratory waterfowl without a federal migratory bird hunting stamp and a
Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp as required under the Game Law and
rules and regulations of the commission; or

(d) For any person who is sixteen years of age or older to take any kind of
fish, bullfrog, snapping turtle, tiger salamander, or mussel from the waters of
this state or possess the same except as provided in section 37-402. All
nonresident anglers under sixteen years of age shall be accompanied by a
person who has a valid fishing permit.

(2) It shall be unlawful for a nonresident to hunt or possess any kind of game
birds or game animals, to take any kind of fish, mussel, turtle, or amphibian, or
to harvest fur with a resident permit illegally obtained.

(3) It shall be unlawful for anyone to do or attempt to do any other thing for
which a permit is required by the Game Law without first obtaining such
permit and paying the fee required.

(4) Any nonresident who hunts or has in his or her possession any wild
mammal or wild bird shall first have a nonresident hunting permit as required
under the Game Law and rules and regulations of the commission.

(5) Any nonresident who takes or has in his or her possession any wild turtle,
mussel, or amphibian shall first have a nonresident fishing permit as required
under the Game Law and rules and regulations of the commission.

(6) Except as provided in this section and sections 37-407 and 37-418, it shall
be unlawful for any nonresident to trap or attempt to trap or to harvest fur or
attempt to harvest fur from any wild mammal.

(7)(a) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class II misde-
meanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined at least fifty dollars for failure to
hold the appropriate stamp under subdivision (1)(c) of this section, at least one
hundred dollars for failure to hold a fishing permit, at least one hundred fifty
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dollars for failure to hold a small game, fur-harvesting, paddlefish, or deer
permit, at least two hundred fifty dollars for failure to hold an antelope permit,
at least five hundred dollars for failure to hold an elk permit, and at least one
thousand dollars for failure to hold a mountain sheep permit.

(b) If the offense is failure to hold a hunting, fishing, fur-harvesting, deer,
turkey, or antelope permit as required, unless issuance of the required permit is
restricted so that permits are not available, the court shall require the offender
to purchase the required permit and exhibit proof of such purchase to the
court.

Source: Laws 1929, c. 112, II, § 13, p. 412; C.S.1929, § 37-213; Laws
1937, c. 89, § 4, p. 292; Laws 1941, c. 72, § 3, p. 301;
C.S.Supp.,1941, § 37-213; R.S.1943, § 37-213; Laws 1949, c.
102, § 2, p. 280; Laws 1957, c. 139, § 5, p. 466; Laws 1959, c.
149, § 2, p. 565; Laws 1959, c. 150, § 4, p. 571; Laws 1959, c.
154, § 1, p. 580; Laws 1961, c. 169, § 2, p. 502; Laws 1961, c.
171, § 1, p. 511; Laws 1965, c. 194, § 2, p. 592; Laws 1965, c.
197, § 1, p. 598; Laws 1967, c. 216, § 5, p. 581; Laws 1972, LB
777, § 2; Laws 1973, LB 331, § 3; Laws 1977, LB 40, § 176;
Laws 1978, LB 75, § 1; Laws 1979, LB 435, § 1; Laws 1979, LB
553, 8§ 2; Laws 1981, LB 72, § 9; Laws 1987, LB 105, § 4; Laws
1987, LB 171, § 1; Laws 1989, LB 34, § 11; Laws 1989, LB 127,
§ 1; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 10; Laws 1996, LB 584, § 5;
R.S.Supp.,1996, § 37-213; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 121; Laws
1999, LB 176, § 23; Laws 1999, LB 404, § 23; Laws 2003, LB
305, § 8; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 3; Laws 2009, LB105, § 7; Laws
2011, LB41, § 5.

Cross References

Predatory animals, subject to destruction, see sections 23-358 and 81-2,236.

37-413 Firearm hunter education program; commission issue certificate;
hunting, lawful when; apprentice hunter education exemption certificate; fee.

(1) For the purpose of establishing and administering a mandatory firearm
hunter education program for persons twelve through twenty-nine years of age
who hunt with a firearm or air gun any species of game, game birds, or game
animals, the commission shall provide a program of firearm hunter education
training leading to obtaining a certificate of successful completion in the safe
handling of firearms and shall locate and train volunteer firearm hunter
education instructors. The program shall provide instruction in the areas of safe
firearms use, shooting and sighting techniques, hunter ethics, game identifica-
tion, and conservation management. The commission shall issue a firearm
hunter education certificate of successful completion to persons having satisfac-
torily completed a firearm hunter education course accredited by the commis-
sion and shall print, purchase, or otherwise acquire materials as necessary for
effective program operation. The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules
and regulations for carrying out and administering such programs.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person twenty-nine years of age or younger to
hunt with a firearm or air gun any species of game, game birds, or game
animals except:

(a) A person under the age of twelve years who is accompanied as described
in subsection (4) of this section;
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(b) A person twelve through twenty-nine years of age who has on his or her
person proof of successful completion of a hunter education course as de-
scribed in subsection (1) of this section or a hunter education course issued by
the person’s state or province of residence or by an accredited program
recognized by the commission;

(c) A person twelve through twenty-nine years of age who has on his or her
person the appropriate hunting permit and an apprentice hunter education
exemption certificate issued by the commission pursuant to subsection (3) of
this section and who is accompanied as described in subsection (4) of this
section; or

(d) A person who has a developmental disability, who holds the appropriate
hunting permit and a license-purchase exemption certificate issued pursuant to
section 37-404.01, and who is accompanied as described in subsection (4) of
this section.

(3) An apprentice hunter education exemption certificate may be issued to a
person twelve through twenty-nine years of age, once during such person'’s
lifetime with one renewal, upon payment of a fee of five dollars and shall expire
at midnight on December 31 of the year for which the apprentice hunter
education exemption certificate is issued. The commission may adopt and
promulgate rules and regulations allowing for the issuance of apprentice hunter
education exemption certificates. All fees collected under this subsection shall
be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to the State Game Fund.

(4) For purposes of this section, accompanied means under the direct
supervision of a person who is: (a) Nineteen years of age or older having a valid
hunting permit. If such person is nineteen years of age or older but not older
than twenty-nine years of age, he or she shall have also completed the required
course of instruction to receive a certificate of completion for hunter education;
and (b) at all times in unaided visual and verbal communication of persons who
have a developmental disability and who are authorized under section
37-404.01 or no more than two persons having an apprentice hunter education
exemption certificate. This subsection does not prohibit the use by such person
nineteen years of age or older of ordinary prescription eyeglasses or contact
lenses or ordinary hearing instruments.

Source: Laws 1969, c. 766, § 1, p. 2903; Laws 1974, LB 865, § 1; Laws
1996, LB 584, § 1; R.S.Supp., 1996, § 37-104; Laws 1998, LB
922, § 123; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 3; Laws 2003, LB 305, § 9;
Laws 2008, LB690, § 1; Laws 2009, LB195, § 4; Laws 2010,
LB871, § 1; Laws 2014, LB699, § 4.
Effective date April 3, 2014.

37-414 Bow hunter education program; certificate; issuance; hunting, law-
ful; when.

(1) The commission shall establish and administer a bow hunter education
program providing instruction in the safe use of bow hunting equipment, the
fundamentals of bow hunting, shooting and hunting techniques, game identifi-
cation, conservation management, and hunter ethics. When establishing such a
program, the commission shall locate and train volunteers as bow hunter
education instructors. The commission shall issue a certificate of successful
completion to any person who satisfactorily completes a bow hunter education
program accredited by the commission and shall print, purchase, or otherwise
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acquire materials necessary for effective program operation. The commission
shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations for carrying out and adminis-
tering such program.

(2) A person twelve through twenty-nine years of age who is hunting ante-
lope, deer, elk, or mountain sheep with a bow and arrow or crossbow pursuant;
to any provision of sections 37-447 to 37-453 shall (a) have on his or her person
proof of successful completion of a bow hunter education course issued by his
or her state or province of residence or by an accredited program recognized
by the commission, (b) have on his or her person the appropriate hunting
permit and an apprentice hunter education exemption certificate issued by the
commission pursuant to subsection (3) of section 37-413 and be accompanied
as described in subsection (4) of section 37-413, or (c) hold the appropriate
hunting permit and a license-purchase exemption certificate issued pursuant to
section 37-404.01 if required pursuant to such section.

Source: Laws 1991, LB 403, § 1; Laws 1996, LB 584, § 2; Laws 1997, LB
107, § 1; R.S.Supp.,1997, § 37-105; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 124;
Laws 2001, LB 111, § 4; Laws 2003, LB 305, § 10; Laws 2007,
LB299, § 3; Laws 2008, LB690, § 2; Laws 2014, LB699, § 5.
Effective date April 3, 2014.

37-415 Lifetime fur-harvesting, fishing, hunting, or combination permit;
fees; replacement; rules and regulations.

(1) The commission may issue to any Nebraska resident a lifetime fur-
harvesting, fishing, hunting, or combination hunting and fishing permit upon
application and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a resident lifetime
fur-harvesting permit shall be not more than two hundred ninety-nine dollars,
the fee for a resident lifetime hunting permit shall be not more than two
hundred ninety-nine dollars, the fee for a resident lifetime fishing permit shall
be not more than three hundred forty-five dollars plus the cost of a lifetime
aquatic habitat stamp, and the fee for a resident lifetime combination hunting
and fishing permit shall be not more than five hundred ninety-eight dollars plus
the cost of a lifetime aquatic habitat stamp, as such fees are established by the
commission pursuant to section 37-327. Payment of the fee shall be made in a
lump sum at the time of application.

(2) A resident lifetime permit shall not be made invalid by reason of the
holder subsequently residing outside the state.

(3) The commission may issue to any nonresident a lifetime fishing, hunting,
or combination hunting and fishing permit upon application and payment of
the appropriate fee. The fee for a nonresident lifetime hunting permit shall be
not more than twelve hundred fifty dollars, the fee for a nonresident lifetime
fishing permit shall be not more than eight hundred fifty dollars plus the cost of
a lifetime aquatic habitat stamp, and the fee for a nonresident lifetime combina-
tion hunting and fishing permit shall be not more than two thousand dollars
plus the cost of a lifetime aquatic habitat stamp, as such fees are established by
the commission pursuant to section 37-327. Payment of the fee shall be made in
a lump sum at the time of application.

(4) A replacement resident or nonresident lifetime permit may be issued if the
original has been lost or destroyed. The fee for a replacement shall be not less
than one dollar and fifty cents and not more than five dollars, as established by
the commission.
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(5) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to carry
out this section and sections 37-416 and 37-417. Such rules and regulations
may include, but need not be limited to, establishing fees which vary based on
the age of the applicant.

Source: Laws 1983, LB 173, § 1; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 4; R.S.1943,
(1993), § 37-202.01; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 125; Laws 1999, LB
176, § 24; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 5; Laws 2003, LB 306, § 2;
Laws 2005, LB 162, § 4; Laws 2008, LB1162, § 1; Laws 2009,
LB105, § 8.

37-417 Lifetime permits; fees; disposition.

Fees received for lifetime permits under the Game Law shall be credited to
the State Game Fund. Twenty-five percent of the fees for lifetime permits shall
not be expended but may be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to
the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment,
Act. Income from such investments may be expended by the commission.

Source: Laws 1983, LB 173, § 3; Laws 1995, LB 7, § 32; R.S.Supp.,1996,
§ 37-202.03; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 127; Laws 2009, LB105, § 9.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

37-420 Hunting and fishing permit; veterans; exempt from payment of fees,
when; special permits; limitations.

(1) Any veteran who is a legal resident of the State of Nebraska shall, upon
application and without payment of any fee, be issued a combination fishing
and hunting permit, habitat stamp, aquatic habitat stamp, and Nebraska
migratory waterfowl stamp if the veteran:

(a) Was discharged or separated with a characterization of honorable or
general (under honorable conditions); and

(b)(i) Is rated by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs as fifty
percent or more disabled as a result of service in the armed forces of the United
States; or

(ii) Is receiving a pension from the department as a result of total and
permanent disability, which disability was not incurred in the line of duty in the
military service.

(2) If disabled persons are unable by reason of physical infirmities to hunt
and fish in the normal manner, the commission may issue special permits
without cost to those persons to hunt and fish from a vehicle, but such permits
shall not authorize any person to shoot from any public highway.

(3) All permits issued without the payment of any fees pursuant to this section
shall be perpetual and become void only upon termination of eligibility as
provided in this section.

(4) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations neces-
sary to carry out this section.
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(5) Permits issued under subdivision (3) of this section as it existed prior to
January 1, 2006, shall not expire as provided in section 37-421.

Source: Laws 1957, c. 143, § 1, p. 479; Laws 1959, c. 155, § 1, p. 582;
Laws 1965, c. 198, § 1, p. 600; Laws 1967, c. 216, § 7, p. 583;
Laws 1972, LB 1204, § 1; Laws 1973, LB 138, § 1; Laws 1979,
LB 434, § 2; Laws 1991, LB 2, § 5; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 11;
R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-214.03; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 130; Laws
2005, LB 54, § 6; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 6; Laws 2005, LB 227,
§ 2; Laws 2011, LB41, § 6.

37-421 Combination hunting and fishing permits; stamps; persons eligible;
special permits, limitation.

(1) The commission may issue an annual combination fishing and hunting
permit, habitat stamp, aquatic habitat stamp, and Nebraska migratory water-
fowl stamp upon application and payment of a fee of five dollars to (a) any
Nebraska resident who is a veteran, who is sixty-four years of age or older, and
who was discharged or separated with a characterization of honorable or
general (under honorable conditions) or (b) any Nebraska resident who is sixty-
nine years of age or older.

(2) A permit issued as provided in this section shall expire as provided in
subdivision (3)(a) of section 37-405. Permits issued under this section as it
existed before January 1, 2006, shall not expire as provided in section 37-405.

(3) If disabled persons are unable by reason of physical infirmities to hunt
and fish in the normal manner, the commission may issue special permits
without cost to those persons to hunt and fish from a vehicle, but such permits
shall not authorize any person to shoot from any public highway.

(4) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations neces-
sary to carry out this section.

Source: Laws 1972, LB 1204, § 6; Laws 1973, LB 138, § 2; Laws 1975,
LB 79, § 2; Laws 1979, LB 434, § 3; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 12;
R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-214.04; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 131; Laws
2005, LB 162, § 7; Laws 2005, LB 227, § 3; Laws 2011, LB41,
§ 7.

37-421.01 Military deployment; permits; stamps; conditions; fee.

(1) Notwithstanding any provision of section 37-407 to the contrary, a
Nebraska resident who is deployed out of state with a branch of the United
States military or has been so deployed within the last twelve months at the
time of application shall be entitled to receive an annual combination fishing
and hunting permit, habitat stamp, aquatic habitat stamp, and Nebraska
migratory waterfowl stamp on a one-time basis upon returning to the state if
the resident:

(a) Submits an application to the commission with a fee of five dollars; and

(b) Provides to the commission evidence of the resident’s deployment out of
state.

(2)(a) Notwithstanding any provision of section 37-447, 37-449, 37-450,
37-451, or 37-457 to the contrary, a Nebraska resident who purchased a big
game permit and who was deployed out of state with a branch of the United
States military for the entire season of the hunt and who was unable to use the
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permit shall be entitled to receive a discounted permit on a one-time basis upon
returning to the state if the resident provides to the commission evidence of
deployment. Alternatively, the member of the military may request a refund of]
the amount paid for a big game permit and the commission shall pay such
amount.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, big game means antelope, deer, elk,
mountain sheep, and wild turkeys.

(c) The commission shall establish a fee of five dollars for the discounted
permits authorized in this subsection.

(3) The commission may authorize electronic issuance of the discounted
permits authorized under this section.

(4) The commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations that set
forth the procedures for applying for, and the issuance of, the discounted
permits authorized in this section, including what constitutes evidence of
deployment to qualify for the permits.

Source: Laws 2005, LB 121, § 1; Laws 2011, LB41, § 8.

37-422 Special daily fishing permits; fee; form; requirements; commission;
establish; educational fishing project permits.

(1) The commission may require special daily fishing permits on areas
designated by it and subject to intensive fishery management. Such permits
may be vended by mechanical or electronic methods. The commission may;
establish the fee, form, and requirements of such special daily fishing permit,
and establish rules and regulations and commission orders pursuant to section
37-314 governing seasons, limits, methods of taking, open or closed waters, and
such other regulations and commission orders as it deems necessary on such
designated areas. Such special daily fishing permit shall be required of any and
all persons fishing on the designated area and shall be the only fishing permit
required thereon. The commission may only issue the permits authorized by
this section on staffed areas or on portions of staffed areas under its ownership
or control which are intensively managed or stocked for a high level of fish
production.

(2) An educational fishing project permit may be issued to any instructor of a
university, college, or high school and his or her students participating in an
educational fishing project. Such persons shall be exempt from the payment of
any fees provided by the Game Law for the privilege of fishing in Nebraska
while participating in the project. Such exemption shall not extend to the
privilege of commercial fishing or to the privilege of fishing for any species of
fish on which an open season is limited to a restricted number of permits or to
special permits for a restricted area. The commission shall adopt and promul-
gate rules and regulations necessary to carry out this subsection.

Source: Laws 1967, c. 212, § 1, p. 573; R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-204.02;
Laws 1998, LB 922, § 132; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 26; Laws 2013,
LB499, § 4.

37-426 Taking birds, animals, and aquatic organisms; stamps; when re-
quired; exhibit on request; fees.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section:

2014 Cumulative Supplement 1198



PERMITS AND LICENSES §37-426

(a) No resident of Nebraska sixteen years of age or older and no nonresident
of Nebraska regardless of age shall hunt, harvest, or possess any game bird,
upland game bird, game animal, or fur-bearing animal unless, at the time of
such hunting, harvesting, or possessing, such person has an unexpired habitat
stamp as prescribed by the rules and regulations of the commission prior to the
time of hunting, harvesting, or possessing such bird or animal;

(b) No resident or nonresident of Nebraska shall take or possess any aquatic
organism requiring a Nebraska fishing permit, including any fish, bullfrog,
snapping turtle, tiger salamander, or mussel, unless, at the time of such taking
or possessing, such person has an unexpired aquatic habitat stamp as pre-
scribed by the rules and regulations of the commission prior to the time of
taking or possessing a fish, bullfrog, snapping turtle, tiger salamander, on
mussel; and

(c) No resident of Nebraska sixteen years of age or older and no nonresident
of Nebraska regardless of age shall hunt, harvest, or possess any migratory
waterfowl unless, at the time of such hunting, harvesting, or possessing, such
person has an unexpired Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp as prescribed by
the rules and regulations of the commission prior to the time of hunting,
harvesting, or possessing such migratory waterfowl.

(2)(a) The commission may issue a lifetime habitat stamp upon application
and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a lifetime habitat stamp shall be
twenty times the fee required in subsection (5) of this section for an annual
habitat stamp. Payment of such fee shall be made in a lump sum at the time of
application. A replacement lifetime habitat stamp may be issued if the original
is lost or destroyed. The fee for a replacement shall be not more than five
dollars, as established by the commission.

(b) The commission may issue a lifetime Nebraska migratory waterfowl
stamp upon application and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a
lifetime Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp shall be twenty times the fee
required in subsection (5) of this section for an annual Nebraska migratory
waterfowl stamp. Payment of such fee shall be made in a lump sum at the time
of application. A replacement Nebraska lifetime migratory waterfowl stamp
may be issued if the original is lost or destroyed. The fee for a replacement shall
be not more than five dollars, as established by the commission.

(c) The commission may issue a lifetime aquatic habitat stamp upon applica-
tion and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a lifetime aquatic habitat
stamp shall be not more than two hundred dollars as established by the
commission pursuant to section 37-327. Payment of such fee shall be made in a
lump sum at the time of application. A replacement lifetime aquatic habitat
stamp may be issued if the original is lost or destroyed. The fee for a
replacement shall be not more than five dollars, as established by the commis-
sion.

(3)(a) The commission may issue a multiple-year habitat stamp upon applica-
tion and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a multiple-year habitat
stamp shall be established by the commission pursuant to section 37-327 and
shall not be more than the number of years the stamp is valid times the fee
required in subsection (5) of this section for an annual habitat stamp. Payment
of such fee shall be made in a lump sum at the time of application. A
replacement multiple-year habitat stamp may be issued if the original is lost on
destroyed.
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(b) The commission may issue a multiple-year Nebraska migratory waterfowl
stamp upon application and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a
multiple-year Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp shall be established by the
commission pursuant to section 37-327 and shall not be more than the number
of years the stamp is valid times the fee required in subsection (5) of this
section for an annual Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp. Payment of such
fee shall be made in a lump sum at the time of application. A replacement
Nebraska multiple-year migratory waterfowl stamp may be issued if the origi-
nal is lost or destroyed.

(¢c) The commission may issue a multiple-year aquatic habitat stamp upon
application and payment of the appropriate fee. The fee for a multiple-year
aquatic habitat stamp shall be established by the commission pursuant to
section 37-327 and shall not be more than the number of years the stamp is
valid times the fee required in subsection (5) of this section for an annual
aquatic habitat stamp. Payment of such fee shall be made in a lump sum at the
time of application. A replacement multiple-year aquatic habitat stamp may be
issued if the original is lost or destroyed.

(4) Habitat stamps are not required for holders of limited permits issued
under section 37-455. Aquatic habitat stamps are not required (a) when a
fishing permit is not required, (b) for holders of permits pursuant to section
37-424, or (c) for holders of lifetime fishing permits or lifetime combination
hunting and fishing permits purchased prior to January 1, 2006. Nebraska
migratory waterfowl stamps are not required for hunting, harvesting, or pos-
sessing any species other than ducks, geese, or brant. For purposes of this
section, a showing of proof of the electronic issuance of a stamp by the
commission shall fulfill the requirements of this section.

(5)(a) Any person to whom a stamp has been issued shall, immediately upon
request, exhibit evidence of issuance of the stamp to any officer. Any person
hunting, fishing, harvesting, or possessing any game bird, upland game bird,
game animal, or fur-bearing animal or any aquatic organism requiring a fishing
permit in this state without evidence of issuance of the appropriate stamp shall
be deemed to be without such stamp.

(b) An annual habitat stamp shall be issued upon the payment of a fee of
twenty dollars per stamp. A multiple-year habitat stamp shall be issued in
conjunction with a multiple-year hunting permit or a multiple-year combina-
tion hunting and fishing permit at a fee of not more than twenty dollars times
the number of years the multiple-year permit is valid.

(c) An aquatic habitat stamp shall be issued in conjunction with each fishing
permit for a fee of ten dollars per stamp for annual fishing permits, three-day
fishing permits, or combination hunting and fishing permits, a fee of not more
than ten dollars times the number of years the multiple-year fishing permit or a
multiple-year combination hunting and fishing permit is valid, and a fee of not
more than two hundred dollars for lifetime fishing or combination hunting and
fishing permits. The fee established under section 37-407 for a one-day fishing
permit shall include an aquatic habitat stamp. One dollar from the sale of each
one-day fishing permit shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to the
Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund.

(d) An annual Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp shall be issued upon the
payment of a fee of not more than sixteen dollars per stamp. A multiple-year
Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamp may only be issued in conjunction with a
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multiple-year hunting permit or a multiple-year combination hunting and
fishing permit at a fee of not more than twenty dollars times the number of
years the multiple-year permit is valid.
(e) The commission shall establish the fees pursuant to section 37-327.
Source: Laws 1976, LB 861, § 7; Laws 1981, LB 72, § 12; Laws 1983, LB
170, § 3; Laws 1991, LB 340, § 1; Laws 1993, LB 235, § 15;
Laws 1996, LB 584, § 9; Laws 1997, LB 19, § 3; R.S.Supp.,1997,
§ 37-216.01; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 136; Laws 1999, LB 176,
§ 27; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 6; Laws 2002, LB 1003, § 20; Laws
2003, LB 305, § 11; Laws 2003, LB 306, § 3; Laws 2005, LB 162,
§ 8; Laws 2007, LB299, § 4; Laws 2008, LB1162, § 2; Laws
2009, LB105, § 10; Laws 2011, LB41, § 9.

37-427 Stamps; nontransferable; expiration.

The habitat stamp, aquatic habitat stamp, or Nebraska migratory waterfowl
stamp required by section 37-426 is not transferable. The lifetime habitat
stamp, the lifetime aquatic habitat stamp, and the lifetime Nebraska migratory
waterfowl stamp do not expire. A multiple-year stamp expires at midnight on
December 31 in the last year for which the multiple-year stamp is valid. A
habitat stamp purchased for a permit which is valid into the next calendar year
expires when the permit expires. Any other stamp expires at midnight on
December 31 in the year for which the stamp is issued.

Source: Laws 1976, LB 861, § 8; Laws 1983, LB 174, § 2; Laws 1996, LB
584, § 10; R.S.Supp.,1996, § 37-216.02; Laws 1998, LB 922,
§ 137; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 28; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 7; Laws
2003, LB 305, § 12; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 9; Laws 2007, LB299,
§ 5; Laws 2011, LB41, § 10.

37-431 Nebraska Habitat Fund; Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund; created;
use; investment; stamps; fees; disposition; duties of officials; violation; penalty.

(1)(a) The Nebraska Habitat Fund is created. The commission shall remit fees
received for annual and multiple-year habitat stamps and annual and multiple-
year Nebraska migratory waterfowl stamps to the State Treasurer for credit to
the Nebraska Habitat Fund. Any money in the fund available for investment
shall be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska
Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. Up to
twenty-five percent of the annual receipts of the fund may be spent by the
commission to provide access to private wildlife lands and habitat areas, and
the remainder of the fund shall not be spent until the commission has presented
a habitat plan to the Committee on Appropriations of the Legislature for its
approval.

(b) Fees received for lifetime habitat stamps and lifetime Nebraska migratory
waterfowl stamps under the Game Law shall be credited to the Nebraska
Habitat Fund. Twenty-five percent of the fees for such stamps shall not be
expended but may be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the
Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.
Income from such investments may be expended by the commission pursuant
to section 37-432.

(2)(a) The Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund is created. The commission shall
remit fees received for annual and multiple-year aquatic habitat stamps and
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one dollar of the one-day fishing permit fee as provided in section 37-426 to the
State Treasurer for credit to the Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund. Any money in
the fund available for investment shall be invested by the state investment
officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State
Funds Investment Act. Up to thirty percent of the annual receipts of the fund
may be spent by the commission to provide public waters angler access
enhancements and to provide funding for the administration of programs
related to aquatic habitat and public waters angler access enhancements, and
the remainder of the fund shall not be spent until the commission has presented
a habitat plan to the Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on
Natural Resources of the Legislature for their approval.

(b) Fees received for lifetime aquatic habitat stamps shall be credited to the
Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Fund and shall not be expended but may be invested
by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act
and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. Income from such investments
may be expended by the commission pursuant to section 37-432.

(3) The secretary of the commission and any county clerk or public official
designated to sell habitat stamps, aquatic habitat stamps, or Nebraska migrato-
ry waterfowl stamps shall be liable upon their official bonds or equivalent
commercial insurance policy for failure to remit the money from the sale of the
stamps, as required by sections 37-426 to 37-433, coming into their hands. Any
agent who receives stamp fees and who fails to remit the fees to the commission
within a reasonable time after demand by the commission shall be liable to the
commission in damages for double the amount of the funds wrongfully with-
held. Any agent who purposefully fails to remit such fees with the intention of
converting them is guilty of theft. The penalty for such violation shall be
determined by the amount converted as specified in section 28-518.

Source: Laws 1976, LB 861, § 13; Laws 1983, LB 174, § 7; Laws 1996,
LB 584, § 15; R.S.Supp.,1996, § 37-216.07; Laws 1998, LB 922,
§ 141; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 31; Laws 2001, LB 111, § 8; Laws
2004, LB 884, § 19; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 12; Laws 2007,
LB299, § 6; Laws 2009, LB105, § 11; Laws 2011, LB41, § 11.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, see section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.

37-432 Stamps; money received from fees; administered by commission;
purposes.

(1) All money received from the sale of habitat stamps, as provided by
sections 37-426 to 37-433, shall be administered by the commission for the
acquisition of, on a willing-seller willing-buyer basis only, leasing of, develop-
ment of, management of, enhancement of, access to, and taking of easements
on wildlife lands and habitat areas. Such funds may be used in whole or in part
for the matching of federal funds. Up to twenty-five percent of the money
received from the sale of habitat stamps may be used to provide access to
private wildlife lands and habitat areas.

(2) All money received from the sale of aquatic habitat stamps, as provided by
sections 37-426 to 37-433, shall be administered by the commission and shall
be used for the maintenance and restoration of existing aquatic habitat if
maintenance and restoration is practicable, for the enhancement of existing
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aquatic habitat, for public waters angler access enhancements, and for adminis-
tration of programs related to aquatic habitat and public waters angler access
enhancements. Such funds may be used in whole or in part for the matching of
federal funds. Up to thirty percent of the money received from the sale of
aquatic habitat stamps may be used to provide public waters angler access
enhancements and to provide funding for administration of programs related to
aquatic habitat and public waters angler access enhancements.

(3) All money received from the sale of Nebraska migratory waterfowl
stamps, as provided by sections 37-426 to 37-433, shall be administered by the
commission for the acquisition on a willing-seller willing-buyer basis only,
leasing, development, management, and enhancement of and taking of ease-
ments on migratory waterfowl habitat. Such funds may be used in whole or in
part for the matching of federal funds.

Source: Laws 1976, LB 861, § 14; Laws 1983, LB 174, § 8; Laws 1996,
LB 584, § 16; R.S.Supp.,1996, § 37-216.08; Laws 1998, LB 922,
§ 142; Laws 2005, LB 162, § 13; Laws 2009, LB105, § 12.

37-433 Violations; penalty; affirmative defense.

Unless otherwise provided in sections 37-426 to 37-433, any person who
violates any provision of sections 37-426 to 37-433 or who violates or fails to
comply with any rule or regulation thereunder shall be guilty of a Class V
misdemeanor and shall be fined at least fifty dollars upon conviction.

It shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution for any violation of sections
37-426 to 37-433 for which possession is an element of the offense that such
possession was not the result of effort or determination or that the actor was
unaware of his or her physical possession or control for a sufficient period to
have been able to terminate such possession or control.

Source: Laws 1976, LB 861, § 15; Laws 1977, LB 41, § 7; Laws 1983, LB
174, 8§ 9; Laws 1996, LB 584, § 17; R.S.Supp.,1996, § 37-216.09;
Laws 1998, LB 922, § 143; Laws 2009, LB105, § 13.

37-438 Annual and temporary permits; fees.
(1) The commission shall devise permits in two forms: Annual and temporary.

(2) The annual permit may be purchased by any person and shall be valid
through December 31 in the year for which the permit is issued. The fee for the
annual permit for a resident motor vehicle shall be not more than twenty-five
dollars per permit. The fee for the annual permit for a nonresident motor
vehicle shall not be more than thirty dollars. The commission shall establish
such fees by the adoption and promulgation of rules and regulations.

(3) A temporary permit may be purchased by any person and shall be valid
until noon of the day following the date of issue. The fee for the temporary
permit for a resident motor vehicle shall be not more than five dollars. The fee
for the temporary permit for a nonresident motor vehicle shall not be more
than six dollars. The commission shall establish such fees by the adoption and
promulgation of rules and regulations. The commission may issue temporary
permits which are either valid for any area or valid for a single area.

Source: Laws 1977, LB 81, § 5; Laws 1978, LB 742, § 7; Laws 1980, LB
723, 8§ 3; Laws 1981, LB 74, § 1; Laws 1983, LB 199, § 1; Laws
1993, LB 235, § 32; R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-1105; Laws 1998, LB
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922, § 148; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 35; Laws 2003, LB 122, § 1;
Laws 2005, LB 162, § 14; Laws 2008, LB1162, § 3; Laws 2011,
LB421, § 1.

37-440 Display and issuance of permits; where procured; clerical fee.

(1) The commission shall prescribe the type and design of permits and the
method for displaying permits on the driver’s side of the windshield of motor
vehicles. The commission may provide for the electronic issuance of permits
and may enter into contracts to procure necessary services and supplies for the
electronic issuance of permits.

(2) The permits may be procured from the central and district offices of the
commission, at areas of the Nebraska state park system where commission
offices are maintained, from self-service vending stations at designated park
areas, from designated commission employees, through Internet sales from the
commission’s web site, from appropriate offices of county government, and
from various private persons, firms, or corporations designated by the commis-
sion as permit agents. The commission and county offices or private persons,
firms, or corporations designated by the commission as permit agents shall be
entitled to collect and retain a fee of not more than one dollar, as established by
the commission pursuant to section 37-327, for each permit as reimbursement
for the clerical work of issuing the permits and remitting therefor. The commis-
sion shall be entitled to collect and retain a fee of one dollar for each permit
sold through its web site as reimbursement for the clerical work and postage
associated with issuing the permit.

Source: Laws 1977, LB 81, § 8; Laws 1980, LB 723, § 5; Laws 1993, LB
235, § 34; R.S.1943, (1993), § 37-1108; Laws 1998, LB 922,
§ 150; Laws 1999, LB 176, § 37; Laws 2002, LB 1003, § 21;
Laws 2009, LB105, § 14; Laws 2011, LB421, § 2.

(b) SPECIAL PERMITS AND LICENSES

37-447 Permit to hunt deer; commission; powers; issuance; fee; violation;
penalty.

(1) The commission may issue permits for the hunting of deer and adopt and
promulgate rules and regulations and pass commission orders pursuant to
section 37-314 to prescribe limitations for the hunting, transportation, and
possession of deer. The commission may offer multiple-year permits or combi-
nations of permits at reduced rates. The commission may specify by rule and
regulation the information to be required on applications for such permits.
Rules and regulations for the hunting, transportation, and possession of deer
may include, but not be limited to, rules and regulations as to the type, caliber,
and other specifications of firearms and ammunition used and specifications for
bows and arrows used. Such rules and regulations may further specify and
limit the method of hunting deer and may provide for dividing the state into
management units or areas, and the commission may enact different deer
hunting regulations for the different management units pertaining to sex,
species, and age of the deer hunted.

(2) The number of such permits may be limited as provided by the rules and
regulations of the commission, and except as provided in section 37-454, the
permits shall be allocated in an impartial manner. Whenever the commission

2014 Cumulative Supplement 1204



PERMITS AND LICENSES §37-447

deems it advisable to limit the number of permits issued for any or all
management units, the commission shall, by rules and regulations, determine
eligibility to obtain such permits. In establishing eligibility, the commission may
give preference to persons who did not receive a permit or a specified type of
permit during the previous year or years.

(3) Such permits may be issued to allow deer hunting in the Nebraska
National Forest and other game reserves and such other areas as the commis-
sion may designate whenever the commission deems that permitting such
hunting will not be detrimental to the proper preservation of wildlife in
Nebraska in such forest, reserves, or areas.

(4)(a) The commission shall, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and charge
a fee of not more than twenty-nine dollars for residents and not more than two
hundred fourteen dollars for nonresidents for each permit issued under this
section except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b) of this subsection and
subsection (6) of this section.

(b) The fee for a statewide buck-only permit shall be no more than two and
one-half times the amount of a regular deer permit. The commission may;
provide different fees for different species.

(5)(a) The commission may issue nonresident permits after preference has
been given for the issuance of resident permits as provided in rules and
regulations adopted and promulgated by the commission.

(b) In management units specified by the commission, the commission may
issue nonresident permits after resident preference has been provided by
allocating at least eighty-five percent of the available permits to residents. The
commission may require a predetermined application period for permit appli-
cations in specified management units. Such permits shall be issued after a
reasonable period for making application, as established by the commission,
has expired. When more valid applications are received for a designated
management unit than there are permits available, such permits shall be
allocated on the basis of a random drawing. All valid applications received
during the predetermined application period shall be considered equally in any;
such random drawing without regard to time of receipt of such applications by
the commission.

(6) The commission shall, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and charge a
fee of not more than twenty-five dollars for residents and not more than forty-
five dollars for nonresidents for a youth deer permit.

(7) Any person violating the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated
or commission orders passed pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a Class
II misdemeanor and shall be fined at least one hundred dollars upon convic-
tion.

Source: Laws 1945, c. 85, § 1, p. 305; Laws 1947, c. 133, § 1, p. 376;
Laws 1949, c. 103, § 1(1), p. 282; Laws 1951, c. 109, § 1, p. 517;
Laws 1953, c. 124, § 1, p. 389; Laws 1957, c. 141, § 1, p. 477;
Laws 1959, c. 156, § 1, p. 584; Laws 1969, c. 292, § 1, p. 1063;
Laws 1972, LB 777, § 3; Laws 1974, LB 767, § 1; Laws 1976, LB
861, 8 6; Laws 1979, LB 437, 8 1; Laws 1981, LB 72, § 11; Laws
1984, LB 1001, § 1; Laws 1985, LB 557, § 2; Laws 1993, LB 235,
§ 13; Laws 1994, LB 1088, § 4; Laws 1995, LB 583, § 2; Laws
1995, LB 862, § 1; Laws 1996, LB 584, § 6; Laws 1997, LB 107,
§ 2; R.S.Supp.,1997, § 37-215; Laws 1998, LB 922, § 157; Laws
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1999, LB 176, § 42; Laws 2003, LB 306, § 4; Laws 2005, LB 162,
§ 15; Laws 2007, LB299, § 7; Laws 2009, LB105, § 15; Laws
2013, LB94, § 1; Laws 2013, LB499, § 5.

37-448 Special deer depredation season; extension of existing deer hunting
season; permit; issuance; fee; free permits; when issued.

(1) Subject to rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the commis-
sion, the secretary of the commission may designate, by order, special deer
depredation seasons or extensions of existing deer hunting seasons. The secre-
tary may designate a depredation season or an extension of an existing deer
hunting season whenever he or she determines that deer are causing excessive
property damage. The secretary shall specify the number of permits to be
issued, the species of deer allowed to be taken, the bag limit for such species
including deer for donation in accordance with the deer donation program
established pursuant to sections 37-1501 to 37-1510, the beginning and ending
dates for the depredation season or hunting season extension, shooting hours,
the length of the depredation season or hunting season extension, and the
geographic area in which hunting will be permitted. Hunting during a special
depredation season or hunting season extension shall be limited to residents,
and the rules and regulations shall allow use of any weapon permissible for use
during the regular deer season.

(2) The depredation season may commence not less than five days after the
first public announcement that the depredation season has been established.
Permits shall be issued in an impartial manner at a location determined by the
secretary. The commission shall, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and
charge a fee of not more than twenty-five dollars for a special depredation
season permit. The commission shall use the income from the sale of special
depredation season permits for abatement of damage caused by deer. The
commission shall also provide for an unlimited number of free permits for the
taking of antlerless deer upon request to any person owning or operating at
least twenty acres of farm or ranch land within the geographic area in whichl
hunting will be permitted and to any member of the immediate family of any,
such person as defined in subdivision (2)(a) of section 37-455. A free permit
shall be valid only within such area and only during the designated deer
depredation season. Receipt of a depredation season permit shall not in any
way affect a person’s eligibility for a regular season permit.

Source: Laws 1998, LB 922, § 158; Laws 2008, LB1162, § 4; Laws 2010,
LB836, § 2; Laws 2012, LB928, § 3; Laws 2013, LB499, § 6.

37-449 Permit to hunt antelope; regulation and limitation by commission;
issuance; fees; violation; penalty.

(1) The commission may issue permits for hunting antelope and may adopt
and promulgate separate and, when necessary, different rules and regulations
therefor within the limitations prescribed in sections 37-447 and 37-452 for
hunting deer. The commission may offer multiple-year permits or combinations
of permits at reduced rates.

(2) The commission may, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and charge a
nonrefundable application fee of not more than seven dollars. The commission
shall, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and charge a fee of not more than
twenty-nine dollars for residents and not more than one hundred forty-nine
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dollars and fifty cents for nonresidents for each permit issued under this section
except as provided in subsection (4) of this section.

(3) The provisions for the distribution of deer permits and the authority of the
commission to determine eligibility of applicants for permits as described in
sections 37-447 and 37-452 shall also apply to the distribution of antelope
permits.

(4) The commission shall, pursuant to section 37-327, establish and charge a
fee of not more than twenty-five dollars for residents and not more than forty-
five dollars for nonresidents for a youth antelope permit.

(5) Any person violating the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated
pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a Class II misdemeanor and shall be
fined at least one hundred dollars upon conviction.

Source: Laws 1998, LB 922, § 159; Laws 2003, LB 305, § 14; Laws 2003,
LB 306, § 5; Laws 2007, LB299, § 8; Laws 2009, LB1