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t h i n g s ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I sn't that the American way?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th at is the cutthroat, barely within the law
way of insurance companies and these other operations, so since
they are going to be allowed to rob people legally, the least we
can do i s minimize what the state is going to give them in the
form of a tax break that may be made upon the backs of the p o or
some day. But with Senator Haberman's amendment and the change
in the formula that Senator Ashford's amendment will m a ke, the
bill i s not as u n palatable as it was before. Se n ator Hefner,
what they have succeeded in doing with the adoption o f Sen at or
Ashford's amendment an d the adop tion of this one is to put a
thick enough coating of sugar on this very unwholesome substance
that if you swallow it without bit ing through t ha t sug ar y
coating, you won't know what you have swallowed until the sugar
has dissolved in your stomach and it begins to work as it is
bound to work and at that time, if it's necessary, we can make
an adjustment.

S PEAKER BARRETT PRESID I N G

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e nator Higgins, would you care t o spe ak t o
the Haberman amendment?

SENATOR H IGGINS: M r . P re s ident, I mov e we ad jour n un ti l
9 :00 a . m . , M a r c h 1 8.

Do you hav e an yt hing fo r th e reco rd ,SPEAKER BA R RETT :
Mr. C l er k ?

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, I do . I hav e a new r eso l u t i on ,
LR 337 by a number o f senators as king th a t the Legi slature
declare March 20 t h rough the 26t h as Agriculture Week. (See
page 1503 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, a communication f rom the Gove rnor. (Read
communications from Gov ernor a s found on pages 1502-03 of the
Legislative Journal. Re : Signing of LB 257, LB 320, LB 384,
LB 384A, L B 82 1 , LB 83 4 , LB 8 42 , LB 864 , LB 1 65 , LB 8 1 7 , LB 8 19 ,
LB 939 , LB 96 1, L B 9 62 , I,B 99 6 , LB 10 10 , LB 104 5 , LB 104 6 ,
LB 1051 , LB 10 6 4 a nd LB 1 12 7 . )

Mr. President, two other resolutions, LR 338 by Senator Johanns
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PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: (Microphone not activated immediately) ...George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber. We have with us t hi s mor ning, as
our Chaplain, Pastor S teve G ilchrist o f the First Lutheran
Church i n L i nco l n . Wo u l d you p l e a s e r i se .

PASTOR GILCHRIST: ( Prayer o f f er ed . )

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel.) Thank you, Pastor Gilchrist. Roll cal l,
p lease .

CLERK: There is a guorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Do you have any corrections this morning?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Any messages, reports or announcements?

CLERK: Jus t one item and that is that LR 325 is ready for your
s igna t u r e .

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session and c apable of
transacting business, I pro pose t o si gn and do sign LR 325.
Move on to resolutions, please.

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 337 was offered by a number of the
members. It's fou n d on page 1503. (Read explanation of
LR 337. )

PRESIDENT: Senator Miller, please.

SENATOR MILLER: Mr. P resident and members, i t does give me
great pleasure to introduce this resolution. I think it's the

utmost importance. We are cele brating National Agriculture
Week, Nebraska b e ing a major state in the prod uction of
agricultural products, th is re s olution was brought t o this
Legislature. And I will read you two W h ereases an d then the
Resolve and a few statistics, if I may. Whereas, agriculture is
the backbone of Nebraska's economy and one of the most important
industries in the United States; an d Whereas, Na tional
A griculture Week was established to focus national attention o n
the agriculture industry and to allow farmers and ranchers the

first resolution that I have i ntroduced bu t this one is of
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opportunity to communicate their message to the nation; be it ,
therefore, resolved that the Legislature of Nebraska declares
March 20-26 as Agriculture Week in Ne b raska and March 20 as
Agriculture Day...yesterday was Agriculture Day; I celebrated it
with the we ather, I hope ea c h o ne of you did also ...in
conjunction with Na tional Agriculture Week . That t h e
Legislature u rges a ll Neb raskans to honor and thank Nebraska
farmers and ra nchers b y enc ouraging their s upport of and
participation in National Agriculture Week in Nebraska. I will
give you a little bit of history. In 1980, National Agriculture
Day was designated a n official n a tional o b servance by the
P resident an d th e Congress and we have celebrated it since. A
few stat>sties that I am proud to read a re th at 2 .2 m i llion
American farmers provide food and fiber for 251 million people.
And, if you break that down, that's each farmer p roduces f ood
and fiber fo r 11 4 other people and I think it's produced very
reasonably. People in the United States can purchase their food
for an average outlay of 14.4 percent of their after-tax income.
This is down from about 20 percent, 25 years ago. And an
interesting s t atistic as t o wh at ' s h ap pening in the United
States, eating at home takes 9.7 percent of the after-tax income
and eating out takes 4.7 percent. Farmers get 25 cents of the
consumer's fo od doll ar spe nt fo r foo d rais ed on the United
S tates farm. That's again down from 32 cents, 20 years ago. O n
an average, a one pound loaf of bread contains 3.5 cents w orth
of wheat an d a half cent worth of other farm products. Four
cents o f yo ur loca l bread goe s ba c k to agric ulture or
agriculture related business. This is the last statistic I will
read to yo u. Agriculture, in a broa d sen se, encompasses
production inputs made for farmers, farming, itself, and the
processing, transportation and ret ailing t hat mo ve food and
fiber from the farmers to c onsumers. The economic act ivity
employs 21 million p eople an d acc ounts for 17 percent of the
nation's gross national product. I wou ld encourage y o u to
support this resolution.

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Any fu rther discussion7 If not, the
question is the adoption of the resolution. All in f avor vote
a ye, o p p o sed n a y . Rec or d , M r . C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: 23 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of LR 337.

PRESIDENT: The reso lution i s adopted. Mov e on to Ceneral
F i l e , LB 76 4A .
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PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: (Microphone
...Legislative Chamber. We have
of the da y, Mr. Don Ha l e of
Stromsburg , Ne b r aska . Would
convoca t i on .

REVEREND HALE: ( Prayer o f f e r ed . )

PRESIDENT: Thank you, Reverend Hale, please come back again to
s ee us . Ro l l c a l l v o t e , p l ea s e .

CLERK: T h ere is a quorum present, Mr. President.

not act ivated immediately.)
with us today, as the ch aplain
the Evangelical Free Church in
you please rise for the

PRESIDENT:
m orning ?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: A n y me ssages, reports or announcements?

CLERK: M r . P re sident, I h ave only one item and that is that
LR 337 is ready for your signature. That is it, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Wh ile the Legislature is in session and c apable of
transacting business I propose to sign and do siqn LR 337. May
I take this opportunity to invite .to welcome some g u ests in
the north balcony thi s mor ning. Senat o r Rod Joh nson has
1 7 seniors, the government class of Palmer, Nebraska and their
teacher. Would you folks please stand and be recognized by the
Legislature. Thank you for visiting us t his morning. We ' ll
b egin o n G e n e r a l F i l e , app r op r i at i o n b i l l 12 37 .

CLERK: Mr . Pres ident, 12 37 is a bill introduced b y the
Appropriations Committee and s igned by its members. (Read
title.) The b ill was introduced on March 3, Mr. President, and
referred directly to General File.

PRESIDENT: S e n ator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: M r. President, members of the Legislature, this
i s a c i v i l ac t i on c l a i ms b i l l , ha s a t ot al o f ap pr ox i mat e l y
$40,000 in it, $35,000 o r so of it is General Fund money in
essence. This is a series of smaller claims, all of which were

D o we have any corrections fo r t he Journal thi s
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