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tive staffer. He served as legislative 
aide to former state Sen. John Synow-
iecki and, most recently, as research 
analyst for the Legislature’s Nebraska 
Retirement Systems Committee.

Nordquist said it is daunting to 
transition from staffer to senator, 
considering the number of issues in 
which legislators are expected to be 
versed.

“As a staff member, you focus on 
a few areas and the bill your senator 
is carrying; whereas as a senator, you 
have to do your best to be knowledge-
able about every issue that is coming 
to the floor,” Nordquist said.

Nordquist spends much of his time 
outside the Capitol painting, fixing 
and restoring his Omaha home, which 
he described as “about a century old.” 

He credits his handiness to his 
father and five older brothers, 
several of whom have experi-
ence in auto repair. From them 
he learned to repair cars, which 
he did to earn money while in 
high school. Nordquist’s auto-
motive specialty was modifying 
1970s General Motors auto-
matic transmissions for one-
gear direct drive. The lighter 
transmissions were great for 
dirt track racing, he said.

His home improvement 
projects give him a break from 
lawmaking and the bustle of 
the Legislature, though his 
focus on relationship building 
still comes in handy outside 
the Capitol.

“At home, I do my best to 
leave the issues of the Legis-
lature at the Legislature and 
enjoy time with my wife, dis-
cussing things that we enjoy 
together,” he said.

lunches with your colleagues, or you 
share meals with them. You visit and 
nurture those relationships, so when 
the time comes … they are willing to 
listen to you and trust you.”

At 27, Nordquist is the youngest 
of the new senators this session. His 
interest in government started early, 
when he pitched in during his father’s 
bid for reelection to a city council 
seat in the small town of Beresford, 
S.D. His childhood memories include 
going door-to-door with his father, 
speaking with each of the town’s 
2,000 residents during the campaign. 
The successful campaign was part of 
his father’s 20 years of service on the 
city council. 

From small-town campaign volun-
teer, Nordquist graduated to legisla-

Among the current events 
titles and political biogra-
phies lining his bookshelf, 

Sen. Jeremy Nordquist calls “Master 
of the Senate” one of his favorites. An 
account of former President Lyndon 
Johnson’s time in the U.S. Senate, 
the book is a blueprint for how LBJ 
interacted with his colleagues to pass 
legislation.

“[It] is really an amazing history 
on his time as majority leader — how 
he knew the system and built rela-
tionships to get his legislative agenda 
accomplished,” Nordquist said.

Nordquist said he places a similar 
value on relationship building in the 
Nebraska Legislature.

“This body is built on relation-
ships,” he said. “You attend the 

Relationship building key for Nordquist

Sen. Jeremy Nordquist and his wife, Shannon, enjoy a neighborhood stroll with their dog, Wilson.
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COMMITTEE HEARINGS
Tuesday, March 17 
 
Appropriations 
Room 1524 - 1:30 p.m. 
LB359 (Nelson) Change provisions 
relating to the Nebraska Cultural Pres-
ervation Endowment Fund 
Agency 13  Dept. of Education 
Agency 34  Neb. Library Commission 
Agency 69  Neb. Arts Council
 
Education 
Room 1525 - 1:30 p.m.  
LB240 (Pahls) Require a minimum 
level of expenditures for direct class-
room instruction 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
 
Appropriations 
Room 1003 - 1:30 p.m.  
LB648 (Christensen) State intent relating 
to funding for a highway-related study 
Agency 24  Dept. of Motor Vehicles 
Agency 40  Neb. Motor Vehicle Licens-
ing Board
Agency 17  Dept. of Aeronautics 
Agency 27  Dept. of Roads 
 
Judiciary 
Room 1113 - 1:30 p.m.  
LB499 (Dubas) Allow breast-feeding as 
prescribed 
LB147 (Pirsch) Provide name-change 
court orders to update the central reg-
ister of child protection cases and the 
central registry of sex offenders 
LB285 (Pirsch) Change Sex Offender 
Registration Act provisions 
LB122 (Coash) Change terminology for the 
central register of child protection cases 
LB237 (Lathrop) Adopt the Interstate 
Compact for Juveniles 
 
Nebraska Retirement Systems 
Room 1525 - 12:10 PM  
LB426 (Pankonin) Name and change 
provisions relating to the Police Of-
ficers Retirement Act 

Revenue 
Room 1524 - 1:30 p.m.  
LB249 (Fulton) Change sales tax col-
lection fees 
LB186 (Karpisek) Change sales and 
use tax collection fees 
LB640 (Schilz) Provide a local option 
on refundability of sales tax under tax 
incentive laws 
 

Thursday, March 19 
 
Appropriations 
Room 1003 - 1:30 p.m. 
Agency 7 Governor  
Agency 8 Lieutenant Governor  
Agency 10 Auditor of Public Accounts 
Agency 12 State Treasurer 
Agency 14 Public Service Commission 
Agency 3 Legislative Council 
 
Judiciary 
Room 1113 - 1:30 p.m. 
LB38 (Flood) Change assault, assault 
on an officer, and offenses by a con-
fined person provisions 
LB39 (Flood) Adopt new rules of evi-
dence relating to sexual offenses 
LB145 (Avery) Prohibit firearms at 
schools, colleges, and universities as 
prescribed 
LB258 (Harms) Change and provide 
penalties for minors in possession of 
alcoholic liquor 
LB383 (Pahls) Provide for limited 
immunity from prosecution under the 
Uniform Controlled Substances Act 
 
Revenue 
Room 1524 - 1:30 p.m. 
LB615 (Cornett) Adopt the Family 
Entertainment and Sports Attraction 
Act and rename the Municipal Infra-
structure Redevelopment Fund Act and 
authorize a county sales tax 
LB616 (Cornett) Rename and change 
provisions of the Municipal Infrastructure 
Redevelopment Fund Act and change 
cigarette tax distribution provisions 

LB617 (Cornett) Change provisions 
relating to county community buildings, 
authorize a community building district, 
and authorize a sales and use tax 
LB618 (Cornett) Adopt the Family En-
tertainment and Sports Attraction Act, 
authorize use of sales and use taxes, 
and authorize a county sales tax 
LB559 (Gloor) Change the Convention 
Center Facility Financing Assistance Act 

Friday, March 20, 2009  
 
Appropriations 
Room 1003 - 1:30 p.m.  
Agency 28 Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 
Agency 37 Workers’ Compensation 
Court 
Agency 75 Neb. Investment Council
Agency 77 Commission of Industrial 
Relations 
Agency 85 Neb. Public Employees 
Retirement Board
 
Judiciary 
Room 1113 - 1:30 p.m. 
LB625 (Pirsch) Prohibit intentional ex-
posure to another of a life-threatening 
communicable disease 
LB507 (Pirsch) Change provisions and 
penalties regarding domestic assault in 
the third degree 
LB513 (Lautenbaugh) Eliminate subro-
gation and contribution rights against a 
political subdivision or the state for prop-
erty damage related to vehicular pursuit 
LB598 (Ashford) Change the Nebraska 
Crime Victim’s Reparations Act and au-
thorize a Community Trust to assist with 
tragedies of violence or natural disaster 
 
Revenue 
Room 1524 - 1:30 p.m.  
LB385 (Pahls) Terminate sales tax 
provisions 
LB386 (Pahls) Change and suspend 
sales tax exemptions, change collection 
fees, change tax rates, state intent relat-
ing to property tax relief 

 

COMMITTEE HEARINGSCOMMITTEE HEARINGS
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CITIZEN VIEWS of the CAPITOL

UNICAMERAL UPDATE
The Unicameral Update is a free, weekly 
newsletter offered during the legislative 
session covering actions taken in 
committees and on the floor of the 
Legislature.

The Unicameral Update is produced 
by the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office 
through the Unicameral Information 
Office.

To subscribe, contact the Unicameral 
Information Office, P.O. Box 94604, 
Lincoln, NE  68509, (402) 471-2788. 

You can also subscribe by e-mailing: 
uio@leg.ne.gov

Clerk of the Legislature
Patrick J. O’Donnell

Editor
Heidi Uhing

Contributors
Lauren Adams
Bess Ghormley

Kate Heltzel
Kyle Petersen

Assistance provided by

Clerk of the Legislature’s Office
Legislative Bill Room

Legislative committee clerks
Legislative committee legal counsels

Legislative journal clerks
Legislative Mail Room

Legislative pages
Legislative Technology Center

Legislative Transcribers
Nebraska State Print Shop

Named one of America’s favorite buildings by the American Institute of Architects, Nebraska’s State Capitol Building is a favorite 
subject among photographers. Its dramatic architecture provides many opportunites for closer study. The Unicameral Update invited 
members of the public to share their own Capitol photographs with our readers. This photo series is available in color on the Legislature’s 
Web site, www.NebraskaLegislature.gov and from the Unicameral Update Online at http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com.

photo by Joe David, used with permission
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State Capitol Room 2018 
Lincoln, NE  68509-4604

Legislative Hot Line
Voice/Telephone Text - (V/TTY)

Lincoln...(402) 471-2709
Nebraska (outside Lincoln)...(800) 742-7456

24-Hour Automated Request Line
(402) 471-2877

Web Site
www.nebraskalegislature.gov

Unicameral Update Online
http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com

Use the address below to 
contact your senator. Include your senator’s 
name and district number in the address.

SENATOR
DISTRICT #

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 94604

LINCOLN, NE  68509-4604

Contact Information
UNICAMERAL UPDATE:

 	   Subscriptions: uio@leg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2788
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STATUS OF BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS:
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	   Legislative Hot Line - Nebraska, outside Lincoln: (800) 742-7456
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UNICAMERAL WEB SITE:
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	   Technical assistance: webmaster@leg.ne.gov
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	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov

NEBRASKA BLUE BOOK:
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