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the total number of new irrigated 
acres they will issue annually under 
the new designation. If the number is 
not approved, NRDs will be permit-
ted only 2,500 acres or 20 percent of 
historically irrigated acres, whichever 
is less.

Each NRD can retain its rules after 
the four-year period following the 
department’s designation. Surface 
water appropriations issued by the 
department for NRDs shifting back to 
not fully appropriated status will be 
capped at 834 acres annually. 

LB483 passed on a 46-0 vote. 

Retirement
Bill would allow some disabled 
school employees to return to 
work

Lawmakers gave first-round ap-
proval March 31 to a bill that would 
allow some individuals receiving a 
disability benefit from the Nebraska 
School Employees Retirement Sys-
tem to work as school employees on 
a limited basis without losing their 
disability benefit.

The Nebraska School Employees 
Retirement System includes indi-
viduals who work in Nebraska public 
schools except those employed by 
Omaha Public Schools.

The bill would allow a disability 
beneficiary younger than 65 years 
of age to return to work at a school 
if a physician has certified the indi-
vidual as permanently disabled. A 
Nebraska Retirement Systems Com-
mittee amendment, adopted 33-0, 
would limit a disability beneficiary 
employee’s hours of work to less than 
15 per week and would remove an 
income limitation.

Lincoln Sen. Kathy Campbell said 
she introduced LB449 because of the 

ment authority to close surface water 
appropriations for a riparian right 
when the riparian right is used for 
watering livestock in a stream. Other 
surface water appropriations for live-
stock, however, are not affected.

LB184 authorizes the department 
to administer any court-ordered 
riparian water right. In addition, 
surface water appropriations can be 
closed for riparian rights only if ap-
propriations are held by parties of the 
lawsuit validating the right, or have 
priority dates subsequent to the date 
of the court order.

The bill passed on a 45-0 vote.

Well water issuance procedure 
passes 

Natural resources districts will 
have a process for backing out of a 
fully appropriated status under a bill 
passed April 3.

LB483, introduced by Schuyler 
Sen. Chris Lange-
meier,  creates 
protocol for NRDs 
to use when the 
state Department 
of Natural Re-
sources modifies 
its designation 
of a river basin, 
subbasin or reach 
from fully appropriated to not fully 
appropriated. 

The bill defines rules for NRDs in 
issuing irrigated acres and delays the 
filing date for reevaluations of appro-
priation status from March 1 to July 1. 

Under LB483, NRDs will draft 
rules and regulations dictating the 
prioritization and granting of water 
well permits for at least a four-year 
period after the department changes 
a district’s designation from fully ap-
propriated to not fully appropriated. 
NRDs will submit to the department 

fine increases from $150 to •	
$250 for hunting using spot-
lights attached to or used from 
a vehicle or boat; 
allowances for using a bow •	
and arrow from a vessel with 
the aid of artificial light to fish 
unprotected species; 
prohibitions for administering •	
a drug to any wildlife under the 
jurisdiction of the commission 
for fertility control, disease 
prevention or treatment, im-
mobilization or growth stimu-
lation; and  
a fee limit of $299 for a resident •	
lifetime fur harvesting permit.

LB105 was passed on a 47-0 vote.

Riparian water rights bill passes

The state Department of Natural 
Resources is authorized to adminis-
ter riparian water rights under a bill 
passed April 3.

Under LB184, introduced by Ells-
worth Sen. LeRoy Louden, the admin-
istration of riparian 
water rights, which 
affect water usage 
in streams adja-
cent to properties, 
will be restored to 
the department. 
Louden said the 
department relin-
quished adminis-
tration after its statutory authority 
to do so was challenged.

LB184 permits the department to 
administer riparian water rights that 
have been validated and recognized 
by a court order. The bill applies to 
land that borders a natural stream, 
came into private ownership prior 
to April 4, 1895, and has not been 
separated at any time from the land 
contiguous to the stream.

The bill also grants the depart-

Sen. LeRoy Louden

Sen. Chris Langemeier
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Transportation & 
Telecommunications

Specialty license plate program 
passes

A bill offering a program for spe-
cialty license plates passed April 3.

LB110, introduced by Valentine 
Sen. Deb Fischer, 
provides for spe-
cialty license plates 
administered by 
the state Depart-
ment of Motor Ve-
hicles. The bill: 

permits the •	
printing of 
s p e c i a l t y 
plates for qualified nonprofits 
if 500 prepaid applications for 
the plates have been collected;
offers specialty plates to quali-•	
fied organizations for $70 per 
plate;
increases personalized mes-•	
sage plate fees from $30 to 
$40, with additional proceeds 
directed to the highway trust 
fund; and
directs an existing $5 fee associ-•	
ated with military license plates, 
such as POW or Pearl Harbor 
survivors, to the Nebraska vet-
eran cemetery system fund.

Under the bill, the Spirit Plate 
Proceeds Fund, which establishes 
endowments to provide scholarships 
for former university athletes and fi-
nancial support for academic service 
units of athletic departments, will 
receive 57 percent of fees generated 
by Nebraska Cornhusker Spirit plates 
until the fund is credited $5 million, 
after which proceeds will be directed 
to the highway trust fund.

LB110 passed on a 46-0 vote. 

years.
White said his bill would offer a 

means to retain skilled workers in 
the state.

“It is in the times of economic down-
turns that we build the foundations for 
economic prosperity,” he said. “All it 
takes is courage in tough times.”

Lawmakers adopted a Revenue 
Committee amendment 46-0 that 
would narrow the tax credit to only 
research performed at a college 
or university-owned facility. The 
amendment removed a provision of 
the bill that would have doubled the 
research tax credit provided by the 
act. The amendment reduced the 
bill’s fiscal impact, which was origi-
nally estimated at $2.2 million in the 
next fiscal year. 

Under LB555 as amended, only re-
search that qualifies under the Federal 
Research and Development Tax Credit 
would be eligible for a tax credit.

Lincoln Sen. Danielle Nantkes 
supported the bill. 

“It helps us continue down the 
path of promoting research develop-
ment and innovation,” she said. 

Citing statistics from North Caro-
lina State University in Raleigh, 
Lincoln Sen. Bill Avery said the tax 
credits would significantly benefit the 
state’s economy. Since the adoption 
of a similar tax credit proposal, more 
than 550 patents were issued in North 
Carolina and about a dozen compa-
nies employing more than 15,000 
people came to the state, Avery said. 

Hastings Sen. Dennis Utter opposed 
the bill, saying the timing was off. 

“Should it become widely used, we 
will have to get the money to support 
this program,” he said. 

That money could come from cut-
ting state funds to the very institutions 
the tax credit targets, he added.

LB555 advanced to select file 37-1. 

tenacity of one former teacher. The 
woman was a graphic arts teacher 
who lost her vi-
sion but wished to 
return to work as a 
substitute teacher 
in another field. 
She found, how-
ever, that teaching 
even a few hours 
per week would 
mean losing her disability benefits.

Campbell said the former teacher 
spent three years attempting to 
change the law.

Ellsworth Sen. LeRoy Louden 
supported the proposed change, say-
ing the bill would allow qualifying 
individuals to remain self-sufficient 
longer and would benefit schools in 
need of substitute teachers.

“We’re not talking about a signifi-
cant amount of time worked or a large 
amount of money,” he said.

LB449 advanced on a 34-0 vote.

Revenue 
Research, development tax 
credits advanced

Senators gave first-round approval 
to greater tax credits for research and 
development March 31.

LB555, introduced by Omaha 
Sen. Tom White, would increase 
the research tax 
credit provided by 
the Nebraska Ad-
vantage Research 
and Development 
Act to 35 percent 
if the research is 
performed at a col-
lege or university-
owned facility. The 
credit would be allowed for five 

Sen. Kathy Campbell

Sen. Tom White

Sen. Deb Fischer
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Haar credits his three grandchil-
dren as a part of the reason he decided 
to run for legislative office. 

“In some ways they were the 
reason I ran,” he said. “I wanted the 
chance to make a better future for 
them.” 

each evening. 
“Doing this intense 

mental work each day 
requires me to find a 
physical balance to 
that,” he said. 

Haar’s service in 
the Legislature follows 
several other roles in 
public service. He has 
served as the Lancast-
er County Democratic 
Party chair and was a 
member of the Lincoln 
City Council from 1989 
to 1997. 

In fact, Haar can 
trace his interest in 
public service back to 
his desire to become a 
teacher when he was 
studying education at 
the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. 

“I was going to save 
the world,” he said.

His first teaching job 
was at a high school in 
north Omaha where fu-
ture football star John-
ny Rodgers was one of 
his students. 

Although his new po-
sition requires him to 
spend a lot of time in the capital city, 
Haar’s acreage home near Branched 
Oak Lake allows him time to get away 
from the bustle of urban life. He and 
his wife Christine live in a house he 
built himself. He has two sons and 
three grandchildren in Lincoln, who 
he enjoys seeing regularly.

You might not recognize Sen. 
Ken Haar if you run into him 
in the woods.

The avid hiker recalled a three-
week backpacking trip along the 
Colorado trail between Denver and 
Durango. 

“I lost weight, put on muscle and 
grew a beard,” Haar said. 

The now clean-shaven Haar, said 
the hike allowed time for reflection 
and solitude that can be hard to come 
by in the modern world. 

“It’s amazing how much we are 
adapted to city life,” he said. “There’s 
something sort of magical that hap-
pens when you’re out alone with 
nature for that long.”

The Malcolm senator’s love for the 
outdoors has led him to backpacking 
trips in Arizona, Colorado, Utah and 
Wyoming. Haar said he likes the chal-
lenge that backpacking provides for 
both his body and mind. 

“You have to take everything with 
you that you’ll need,” he said. “So you 
plan carefully, pack your pack and off 
you go.”

His physical treks sometimes 
lead him to intellectual conclusions. 
After his long hike in Colorado, Haar 
invented a device for hanging food 
in trees so animals can’t reach it. He 
called the device a bear hook and 
marketed it online. REI, a popular 
outdoor gear store, carried the prod-
uct at one time. 

In the Legislature, Haar said he is 
on a different kind of adventure, seek-
ing equally useful conclusions. He 
starts his mornings on the treadmill 
and ends his days with weightlifting 

Sen. Haar blazes a trail 
in public service

Sen. Haar poses for a photo before embarking on a three-day 
hike in the Blue Range Wilderness Area in Arizona’s White 
Mountains.  
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CITIZEN VIEWS of the CAPITOL

UNICAMERAL 
UPDATE

The Unicameral Update is a free, 
weekly newsletter offered during 
the legislative session covering 
actions taken in committees and 
on the floor of the Legislature.

The Unicameral Update is 
produced by the Clerk of the 
Legislature’s Office through the 
Unicameral Information Office.

To subscribe, you may contact 
the Unicameral Information 
Office, P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, 
NE  68509, (402) 471-2788. You 
can also subscribe by e-mailing: 
uio@leg.ne.gov

Clerk of the Legislature
Patrick J. O’Donnell

Editor
Heidi Uhing

Contributors
Lauren Adams
Bess Ghormley

Kate Heltzel
Kyle Petersen

Assistance provided by
Clerk of the Legislature’s Office

Legislative Bill Room
Legislative committee clerks
Legislative committee legal 

counsels
Legislative journal clerks
Legislative Mail Room

Legislative pages
Legislative Technology Center

Legislative Transcribers
Nebraska State Print Shop

Named one of America’s favorite buildings by the American Institute of Architects, Nebraska’s 
State Capitol Building is a favorite subject among photographers. Its dramatic architecture 
provides many opportunites for closer study. The Unicameral Update invited members of 
the public to share their own Capitol photographs with our readers.

photo by Keith Ghormley, used with permission



Page 16 •  Unicameral Update  •  25TH ANNIVERSARY

UNICAMERAL
U P D A T E
CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE

Patrick J. O’Donnell
State Capitol Room 2018 
Lincoln, NE  68509-4604

Legislative Hot Line
Voice/Telephone Text - (V/TTY)

Lincoln...(402) 471-2709
Nebraska (outside Lincoln)...(800) 742-7456

24-Hour Automated Request Line
(402) 471-2877

Web Site
www.nebraskalegislature.gov

Unicameral Update Online
http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com

Use the address below to 
contact your senator. Include your senator’s 
name and district number in the address.

SENATOR
DISTRICT #

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 94604

LINCOLN, NE  68509-4604

Contact Information
UNICAMERAL UPDATE:

 	   Subscriptions: uio@leg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2788

 	   http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com

STATUS OF BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS:

	   Legislative Hot Line - Lincoln: (402) 471-2709

	   Legislative Hot Line - Nebraska, outside Lincoln: (800) 742-7456

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS OR LEGISLATIVE JOURNALS:

	   Subscriptions: State Capitol Room 2018 or (402) 471-2271

	   Individual copies: 24-Hour Request Line at (402) 471-2877

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills

UNICAMERAL WEB SITE:

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov

	   Technical assistance: webmaster@leg.ne.gov

UNICAM LIVE! VIDEO COVERAGE:

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov

NEBRASKA BLUE BOOK:

	   Nebraska Blue Book Office:  (402) 471-2220

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov/about/blue-book.php

WARNER INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION IN DEMOCRACY:

	   Unicameral Information Office:  (402) 471-2788

	   www.nebraskalegislature.gov/education/student_programs.php

Unicameral Information Office
Nebraska State Legislature
P.O. Box 94604
Lincoln, NE 68509
03-23-05

PRESRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

LINCOLN, NE
PERMIT NO. 212


