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ISSUES UPFRONT...............

Sen. McCoy sees Legislature as
opportunity for leadership

“Leadership is part and parcel of
everything we do here on a daily
basis.”

Beau McCoy recognizes leadership
when he sees it. He has a degree in the
subject and 10 years’ experience own-
ing and running small businesses.

Term limits offer a unique op-
portunity for newer senators to move
into leadership roles and chairing

committees, the freshman senator
said. Their responsibilities will be
based not on their seniority in the
body, but according to their personal
strengths.

The Legislature is pretty fast paced,
McCoy said, and the learning curve is
steep. He’s still figuring out how to
balance his responsibilities to his
public office, his home improvement
and contracting

businesses, and
his family. The
senator said the
“back and forth”
from Elkhorn to
Lincoln is a chal-
lenge.

“I get rolling
very, very early
in the morning.
And I take a
briefcase home
most nights,” he
said.

Such is the
nature of the
Nebraska Leg-
islature, Mec-
Coy said, which
was designed to
bring everyday
citizens together
as part-time sen-
ators who would
return to private
life, having left
in their wake a
better state.

He marveled
at how law-
makers in the
days before cell

Sen. McCoy enjoys time with his wife, Shauna, and their three children.

phones and computers managed to
keep their lives running at home while
serving in the Legislature.

“Days tend to be very busy from
start to finish, but thank goodness for
technology,” he said.

McCoy has been involved in po-
litical campaigns since he was very
young, but his campaign for a seat in
the Unicameral was his first time as
a candidate for public office. He said
he was drawn to the opportunity of
a new leadership role and the chal-
lenge of trying to make a difference
for the state.

McCoy said growing up on a
fourth-generation cattle ranch near
Benkelman is helping him in his new
role, as it provides the Omaha resi-
dent a perspective on rural issues that
come before the Legislature.

McCoy and his wife, Shauna, have
three children: Audrey, 5; Ryan, 3;
and Nora, 1. “We have a busy house,”
he said.

He and his wife are involved in the
kids’ activities and are active in their
church. When time allows, McCoy
said, he reads nonfiction, biographies
and historical fiction as a way to relax.
Being so immersed in state issues, he
tries to make time each day to catch
up on national news.

And of course, they are big Husker
fans and attend at as many games as
possible on the weekends.

McCoy said his oldest daughter is
just starting to get a sense of her fa-
ther’srole as a state senator. All three
children fully enjoyed campaigning,
he said.

“Especially the parades.”
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Nebraska
Legislature

Sen. Greg L. Adams
York District 24
Room 1107
gadams@leg.ne.gov
471-2756

Sen. Brad Ashford
Omaha District 20
Room 1103
bashford@leg.ne.gov
471-2622

Sen. Bill Avery
Lincoln District 28
Room 1114
bavery@leg.ne.gov
471-2633

Sen. Kathy Campbell
Lincoln District 25
Room 1019
kcampbell@leg.ne.gov
471-2731

Sen. Tom Carlson
Holdrege District 38
Room 1022
tcarlson@leg.ne.gov
471-2732

Sen. Mark R. Christensen
Imperial District 44
Room 1000
mchristensen@leg.ne.gov
471-2805

Sen. Colby Coash
Lincoln District 27
Room 1117
ccoash@leg.ne.gov
471-2632

Sen. Tanya Cook
Omaha District 13
Room 1115
tcook@leg.ne.gov
471-2727

Sen. Abbie Cornett
Bellevue District 45
Room 1116
acornett@leg.ne.gov
471-2615

Sen. Brenda Council
Omabha District 11
Room 1115
bcouncil@leg.ne.gov
471-2612

Sen. M. L. Dierks
Ewing District 40
Room 2108
mdierks@leg.ne.gov
471-2801

Sen. Annette M. Dubas
Fullerton District 34
Room 1018
adubas@leg.ne.gov
471-2630

Sen. Deb Fischer
Valentine District 43
Room 1110
dfischer@leg.ne.gov
471-2628

Sen. Mike Flood
Norfolk District 19
Room 2103
mflood@leg.ne.gov
471-2929

Sen. Mike Friend
Omabha District 10
Room 1212
mfriend@leg.ne.gov
471-2718

Sen. Tony Fulton
Lincoln District 29
Room 2107
tfulton@leg.ne.gov
471-2734

S

Sen. Tim Gay
Papillion District 14
Room 1402
tgay@leg.ne.gov
471-2730

Sen. Robert Giese

South Sioux City District 17
Room 1118
rgiese@leg.ne.gov
471-2716

Sen. Mike Gloor

Grand Island District 35
Room 1523
mgloor@leg.ne.gov
471-2617

Sen. Ken Haar
Malcolm District 21
Room 1522
khaar@leg.ne.gov
471-2673

Sen. Galen Hadley
Kearney District 37
Room 2104
ghadley@leg.ne.gov
471-2726

Sen. Tom Hansen
North Platte District 42
Room 1012
thansen@leg.ne.gov
471-2729

Sen. John N. Harms
Scottsbluff District 48
Room 2017
jharms@leg.ne.gov
471-2802

Sen. Lavon Heidemann
Elk Creek District 1
Room 1004
Iheidemann@leg.ne.gov
471-2733

Sen. Gwen Howard
Omaha District 9
Room 1124
ghoward@leg.ne.gov
471-2723

Sen. Charlie Janssen
Fremont District 15
Room 1403
cjanssen@leg.ne.gov
471-2625

Sen. Russ Karpisek
Wilber District 32
Room 1015
rkarpisek@leg.ne.gov
471-2711

Sen. Chris Langemeier
Schuyler District 23
Room 1210
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov
471-2719

Sen. Steve Lathrop
Omabha District 12
slathrop@leg.ne.gov
Room 2000
471-2623

Sen. Scott Lautenbaugh
Omaha District 18
slautenbaugh@Ileg.ne.gov
Room 1021

471-2618

Sen. LeRoy J. Louden
Ellsworth District 49
Room 1016
llouden@leg.ne.gov
471-2725

Sen. Beau McCoy
Omabha District 39
Room 1117
bmccoy@leg.ne.gov
471- 2885

Sen. Amanda McGill
Lincoln District 26
Room 1017
amcgill@leg.ne.gov
471-2610

Sen. Heath Mello
Omabha District 5
Room 1206
hmello@leg.ne.gov
471-2710

Sen. Danielle Nantkes
Lincoln District 46
Room 1008
dnantkes@leg.ne.gov
471-2720

Sen. John E. Nelson
Omabha District 6
Room 2028
jnelson@leg.ne.gov
471-2714

Sen. Jeremy Nordquist
Omabha District 7
Room 1208
jnordquist@leg.ne.gov
471-2721

Sen. Rich Pahls
Omabha District 31
Room 1401
rpahls@leg.ne.gov
471-2327

AND INFORMATION

Sen. Dave Pankonin
Louisville District 2
Room 2004
dpankonin@leg.ne.gov
471-2613

Sen. Pete Pirsch
Omabha District 4
Room 1404
ppirsch@leg.ne.gov
471-2621

Sen. Scott Price
Bellevue District 3
Room 1528
sprice@leg.ne.gov
471-2627

Sen. Kent Rogert
Tekamah District 16
Room 2011
krogert@leg.ne.gov
471-2728

Sen. Ken Schilz
Ogallala District 47
Room 1202
kschilz@leg.ne.gov
471-2616

Sen. Arnie Stuthman
Platte Center District 22
Room 1101
astuthman@leg.ne.gov
471-2715

Sen. Kate Sullivan
Cedar Rapids District 41
Room 1019
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov
471-2631

Sen. Dennis Utter
Hastings District 33
Room 1529
dutter@leg.ne.gov
471-2712

Sen. Norm Wallman
Cortland District 30
Room 1406
nwallman®@leg.ne.gov
471-2620

Sen. Tom White
Omabha District 8
Room 1120
twhite@leg.ne.gov
471-2722

Sen. John M. Wightman
Lexington District 36
Room 2010
jwightman@Ileg.ne.gov
471-2642
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CITIZEN VIEWS of the CAPITOL

photo by Keith Ghormley, used with permission

Named one of America’s favorite buildings by the American Institute of Architects, Nebraska’s State Capitol Building is a favorite
subject among photographers. Its dramatic architecture provides many opportunites for closer study. The Unicameral Update invited
members of the public to share their own Capitol photographs with our readers.

The Unicameral Update is a free, weekly You can also subscribe by e-mailing:
newsletter offered during the legislative uio@leg.ne.gov Assistance provided by
session covering actions taken in
committees and on the floor of the Clerk of the Legislature Clerk of the Legislature’s Office
Legislature. Patrick J. O’Donnell Legislative Bill Room
Legislative committee clerks
The Unicameral Update is produced Editor Legislative committee legal counsels
by the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office Heidi Uhing Legislative journal clerks
through the Unicameral Information Legislative Mail Room
Office. Contributors Legislative pages
Lauren Adams Legislative Technology Center
To subscribe, contact the Unicameral Bess Ghormley Legislative Transcribers
Information Office, P.0. Box 94604, Kate Heltzel Nebraska State Print Shop
Lincoln, NE 68509, (402) 471-2788. Kyle Petersen
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Contact Information

UNICAMERAL UPDATE:
Subscriptions: uio@leg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2788

http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com

STATUS OF BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS:
Legislative Hot Line - Lincoln: (402) 471-2709
Legislative Hot Line - Nebraska, outside Lincoln: (800) 742-7456

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS OR LEGISLATIVE JOURNALS:
Subscriptions: State Capitol Room 2018 or (402) 471-2271
Individual copies: 24-Hour Request Line at (402) 471-2877

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills

UNICAMERAL WEB SITE:
www.nebraskalegislature.gov

Technical assistance: webmaster@leg.ne.gov

UNICAM LIVE! VIDEO COVERAGE:

www.nebraskalegislature.gov

NEBRASKA BLUE BOOK:
Nebraska Blue Book Office: (402) 471-2220

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/about/blue-book.php

WARNER INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION IN DEMOCRACY:
Unicameral Information Office: (402) 471-2788

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/education/student_programs.php

UNICAMERAL
UPDATE

CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Patrick J. O'Donnell
State Capitol Room 2018
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604

Legislative Hot Line
Voice/Telephone Text - (V/TTY)
Lincoln...(402) 471-2709
Nebraska (outside Lincoln)...(800) 742-7456

24-Hour Automated Request Line
(402) 471-2877

Web Site
www.nhebraskalegislature.gov

Unicameral Update Online
http://unicameralupdate.blogspot.com

Use the address below to
contact your senator. Include your senator’s
name and district number in the address.

SENATOR
DISTRICT #
STATE CAPITOL
P.0. BOX 94604
LINCOLN, NE 68509-4604




