





Legislative History - the committee and floor
debate records for any bill. A history includes transcripts
of the bill’s hearing and all floor debate.

Legislative Journal - official record of legislative
floor action, including all motions, the number of yeas and
nays on each vote, etc.
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cast their votes verbally, and their names and correspond-
ing votes may be printed in the Legislative Journal.
Select Committee - a permanent committee with
a subject-matter jurisdiction related to the administration
of the Legislature.
Select File - the second stage at

Legislative Resolution (LR) - a
proposal to make a formal expression of
opinion, intent or recognition; amend the
state or federal constitution; or authorize
a study of an issue during the interim. See
also Constitutional Amendment Resolu-
tion, Interim Study Resolution.

Line-Item Veto - the power of
the governor to make specific reductions
in any part of a budget bill passed by the
Legislature.

Machine Vote - a vote taken by
electronic voting system. The voting
board shows how each senator voted,
but only vote totals are entered in the
Legislative Journal.

Major Proposal - a bill or consti-

which a bill is considered by the entire
Legislature. Bills on Select File may
be amended, returned to committee,
indefinitely postponed or advanced to
Final Reading.

Session - a period of time, usu-
ally a number of days, during which
the Legislature meets and transacts
business.

Session Laws - compilation of
all laws and constitutional amendment
resolutions passed in a session.

Sine Die - without setting a
future date for reconvening. When the
Legislature adjourns sine die, the legis-
lative session is finished for the year.

Slip Law - a bill or constitu-

tutional amendment resolution that the

speaker designates as important enough

for scheduling priority. Each session, up to five bills may
be chosen as major proposals, all of which must be sena-
tor priority bills and must get the approval of two-thirds
of the Executive Board.

One-liner - a one-line description of a bill or reso-
lution.

Override a Veto - see Veto Override.

President of the Legislature - the lieutenant gov-
ernor. While senators address whomever is in the chair as
Mr. or Madame President, the lieutenant governor alone
holds that official title.

Presiding Officer - the senator currently presiding
over legislative proceedings.

Priority Bill - a bill that has priority status and
generally is considered ahead of other bills in debate. Each
senator may select one priority bill, each committee may
select two priority bills, and the speaker may select up to
25 priority bills.

Record Vote - a vote on which a record is kept of
how each senator voted. The vote is taken by electronic
voting system, and the senators’ names and corresponding
votes are then printed in the Legislative Journal.

Regular Session - the annual session that begins
the first Wednesday after the first Monday in January.

Resolution - see Legislative Resolution.

Revisor Bill - a bill, prepared by the Office of the
Revisor of Statutes, proposing a technical correction or the
repeal of an obsolete statute.

Roll Call Vote - a vote during which the senators
vote one at a time as the clerk reads their names. Senators

tional amendment resolution printed
individually in its approved form after
being enacted into law or submitted to voters.

Speaker of the Legislature - the officer of the Leg-
islature, elected from among the senators, who prepares
the daily agenda and the session calendar and who presides
in the absence of the lieutenant governor.

Special Committee - a committee created by law
for a specific reason. Except for the Executive Board, special
committees have no jurisdiction over bills or resolutions.

Special Session - a limited legislative session called
for a specific purpose by the governor or two-thirds (33
members) of the Legislature.

Standing Committee - a permanent committee
with a subject-matter jurisdiction related to an area of
public policy. Almost all bills and resolutions are referred
to one of the 14 standing committees.

Summary Sheet - a daily list of all legislative ac-
tivity that has taken place in one legislative day, including
action taken on bills and resolutions.

Veto - the power of the governor to reject bills passed
by the Legislature. The governor has five days, excluding
Sundays, to either sign or veto a bill. The Legislature then
has an opportunity to override the veto.

Veto Override - the power of the Legislature to pass
a bill over the governor’s veto. A veto override requires the
approval of three-fifths (30 members) of the Legislature.

Voice Vote - a vote in which senators cast their votes
orally and no totals are recorded.

Worksheet - a list, prepared daily, that indicates
the status of all bills and resolutions at the end of that
legislative day.
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ISSUES UPFRONT...............

Schilz transitions from
outdoorsman to senator

rom herding cattle to finding
F consensus, Sen. Ken Schilz has

seamlessly transitioned from
work in “Cowboy Capital” Ogallala to
the Nebraska State Capitol.

“T came from riding horses ev-
ery day, vaccinating cattle, hauling
manure to spread for fertilizer and
buying and selling cattle, to coming

N At
7. :J/fu? Aging
Ken Schil}~

The beginning of Sen. Schilz’s legislative career coincided with his

qoth birthday.

down here and negotiating on bills
and building relationships,” Schilz
said.

“Sometimes the cattle are a little
easier to get along with,” Schilz re-
marked with a laugh.

A number of Schilz’s interests
involve the outdoors. An avid hik-
er, he enjoys backpacking in the

Rocky Moun-
tains. During
one nine-mile
hike, the sena-
tor ascended
3,000 feet, a ac-
complishment
made even more
impressive by
the fact that the
elevation for the
base point of the
hike was 2,000
feet higher than
his hometown.

In his youth,
his favorite out-
door activities
revolved around
Lake McCon-
aughy.

“There aren’t
manykidsin Ne-
braska who can
say they grew up
asabeach bum,”
Schilz said.

When Schilz
is not in his out-
door element, he
said he enjoys

reading. Though

he owns numerous public affairs
titles, he said his favorite books are
fictional works written by authors
such as J.R.R. Tolkien, Dean Koontz
and Stephen King.

“T’ll read just about anything, but
I read to escape, not to learn,” Schilz
said.

Since moving from private citizen
to public servant, Schilz said he has
adjusted to a new dynamic in relation-
ships with his friends who regularly
testify at committee hearings.

“These are guys whom I would
consider some of my mentors, and
now they are looking at me as an
expert,” Schilz said. “It still seems a
little bit surreal.”

Humility is a virtue Schilz seems to
naturally possess. When asked how it
feels to be addressed as a senator, he
erupted with a contagious laughter
and said he still chuckles when people
use his formal title.

“I feel very fortunate to be able to
serve the people of my district and
have them place their trust in me.
It is a very humbling experience,”
Schilz said.

Schilz said he employs an agree-
able attitude and pleasant demeanor,
whether he is at home working with
cattle or at the Capitol working on
legislation.

“T've always found that it is easier
to attract the flies with honey than
with vinegar,” Schilz said. “And that
is the philosophy that I live by.”
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CITIZEN VIEWS of the CAPITOL

DELIVERTTIES

photo by Scott Wesely, used with permission

Named one of America’s favorite buildings by the American Institute of Architects, Nebraska’s State Capitol Building is a favorite
subject among photographers. Its dramatic architecture provides many opportunites for closer study. The Unicameral Update invited
members of the public to share their own Capitol photographs with our readers.

The Unicameral Update is a free, weekly You can also subscribe by e-mailing:
newsletter offered during the legislative uio@leg.ne.gov Assistance provided by
session covering actions taken in
committees and on the floor of the Clerk of the Legislature Clerk of the Legislature’s Office
Legislature. Patrick J. O'Donnell Legislative Bill Room
Legislative committee clerks
The Unicameral Update is produced Editor Legislative committee legal counsels
by the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office Heidi Uhing Legislative journal clerks
through the Unicameral Information Legislative Mail Room
Office. Contributors Legislative pages
Lauren Adams Legislative Technology Center
To subscribe, contact the Unicameral Bess Ghormley Legislative Transcribers
Information Office, P.O. Box 94604, Kate Heltzel Nebraska State Print Shop
Lincoln, NE 68509, (402) 471-2788. Kyle Petersen
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Legislative Hot Line - Lincoln: (402) 471-2709
Legislative Hot Line - Nebraska, outside Lincoln: (800) 742-7456

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills
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Individual copies: 24-Hour Request Line at (402) 471-2877

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/bills

UNICAMERAL WEB SITE:
www.nebraskalegislature.gov

Technical assistance: webmaster@leg.ne.gov

UNICAM LIVE! VIDEO COVERAGE:

www.nebraskalegislature.gov

NEBRASKA BLUE BOOK:
Nebraska Blue Book Office: (402) 471-2220

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/about/blue-book.php

WARNER INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION IN DEMOCRACY:
Unicameral Information Office: (402) 471-2788

www.nebraskalegislature.gov/education/student_programs.php
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