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Any Fiscal Notes received from state agencies and political subdivisions are attached following the Legislative Fiscal Analyst Estimate.

This bill would provide for possession of archery equipment and knives for recreational purposes.

This bill appears to make an exception for possession of a deadly weapon by a prohibited person. This exception could result in less
people being convicted of this crime which could reduce the number of people who are sent to prison. This could result in per diem
savings to the Department of Correctional Services (NDCS) because there would be fewer inmates than under current law. For every
inmate, NDCS incurs per diem costs. This is the cost for food, medical care, inmate wages, clothing, cleaning supplies, food service
supplies, cell and dorm supplies, other inmate related supplies, laundry, inmate property, miscellaneous contractual services, and
inmate transportation. The FY16 per diem cost for an individual inmate was $9,484 per year.

Fewer people sent to prison could also reduce the prison population. As of July-September 2016, the state inmate prison population
was 156.72% of design capacity. In July-September 2015, the state inmate prison population was 156.47% of design capacity.
Additionally, the Department of Correctional Services (DCS) contracts with some counties to temporarily house prison inmates. If those
inmates are included in the state prison population numbers, then the July-September 2016 inmate prison population would be
162.72% of design capacity.

The Game and Parks Commission estimates no fiscal impact from this bill.

The Department of Correctional Services (NDCS) estimates no fiscal impact from this bill.
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Explanation of Estimate:

The proposed legislation provides some clarification to definitions related to a person prohibited from
possessing a deadly weapon.

Additionally it provides for possession of archery equipment and knives for the purposes of harvesting and
processing game, fish or furs, if they have a license, certificate, registration, permit, tag, sticker, or other similar
document or identifier evidencing permission to hunt, fish or trap for furs in the State of Nebraska.

This would appear to allow affected individuals to participate in hunting, fishing and fur harvesting with said
equipment. Nothing in current statute prohibits such individuals from purchasing permits currently, however the
current prohibition from possession of deadly weapons would appear to prohibit them from actually participating
in the acts of hunting, fishing or fur harvesting if any of the defined weapons were used.

The proposed legislation could provide for an increase in permit sales, but it is not thought to be significant
enough to register a fiscal impact.
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Explanation of Estimate:

LB 478 amends the criminal offense of possession of a deadly weapon by a prohibited person, 28-1206, to
create an exception for the possession of archery equipment for lawful purposes and possession of a knife for
purposes of butchering, dressing or otherwise processing or harvesting game, fish or furs if the individual has
the appropriate recreational license.

NDCS is unaware of any current admissions for possession of archery equipment or for knives while hunting
fishing or trapping. The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services (NDCS) projects no fiscal impact from
this legislation over the next two fiscal years.
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