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think is wrong. And I wish some of the folks in the rural areas
would put that interest in an immediate check behind you and
vote for something that does not make sense. We did not like it
last year when they closed down our Class I schools. We do not
like getting the phone calls from people that are having
problems because of unintended consequences. Let's not do it to
somebody else, because, I'll repeat it again, where does it
stop? Does Lincoln Public Schools make us mad next year, and we
dissolve them? And then Millard, and then Westside, and then
Grand Island, and then...what's next? This isn't the right way
to create policy in Nebraska. And we have issues in education,
and I can tell you Madison County needs more money in the rural
areas, and I can tell you the city of Norfolk and our public
school system needs more money. But I'm a state senator, and
I'm going to vote for what I think is best on a statewide level.

Please do not vote for this bill. We can come back. We can do
it next year. I don't like the fact that OPS has behaved in the
way it has. And on one level,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR FLOOD: ...1 wish we could punish that type of
unilateral behavior. I don't want people in Millard to go to
bed tonight worried that Omaha is going to come in and invade
their...and take over their achool district. But I don't like
that for the same reason I doa't like the idea of dissolving
Onaha 8 districts either. There is an element of fairness here.
We're Nebraskans. We should be able to put things on hold and
think about this and work through it. But we're about advantage
and passing a bill. For what good? Let's come back at this. I
don't care if it's a spocial session. I would like a special
session, because I don't want to lose the experience we have in
the room today. I don't want to lose a Senator Landis or a
Senator Brashear or a Senator Bourne. Some of my rural friends
would ask why we want to keep Sintor Raikes around. But we do
like him. (Laughter) And he's not going anywhere. We do need
the experience in this room, and that's why I think, if we're
going to do it, let's do a special session.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Flood.
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