TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
April 13, 2006 LB 1024

segregate the schools. And this is what is in Senator Bourne's
handout to us. The court held in Brown v. Board of Education
that in the field of public education, the doctrine of separate
but equal has no place. Well, Mackiel ensured that the schools
would continue to remain separate by instituting neighborhood
schools. He knew the neighborhoods are segregated. So what was
he saying when he says you're going to go to school in your
neighborhood? He knew the schools would be segregated, and
they're not even equal. How many of you have heard anybody
stand on this floor speaking for OPS and say Ernie is lying when
he says that the schools called academies are not as adequately
staffed or supplied as the schools in the white neighborhoods?
Senator Bourne didn't say it. So Mackiel instituted the
separate schools but they're not even equal. Now Brown says
that is wrong. But they don't care about that. So here's the
value of the papers Senator Bourne gave us. (Papers crumpling)
It is tripe. The Attorney General should have stayed out of it.
If he was any kind of lawyer, he's going to get a request for an
opinion today and he's going to give the opinion tomorrow and he
can't even read through the bill? He doesn't know what it says
and he's going to make a ruling, giving his opinion on it? But
he did not comment on the existing segregation that was created
by the superintendent of schools, did he? Now to get to
process, which Senator Brashear loves to talk about, there are
enough votes to pass this bill. When it gets to the Governor's
desk, he will sign it. Those who support the bill, don't
despair. I1've conducted extended debate. Let those who offer
their motions talk as long as they can. They can't talk like I
can and they won't. So we'll plow through them. Then at some
point, rather than let the day be converted into a travesty, I
believe the Speaker will exercise his prerogative and prioritize
a motion. I don't really care how long people talk about it.
They're going to keep saying the same thing. They're speaking
from a position of emotionalism and ignorance. 1I've lived in
that community 68 years. I have battled with Omaha Public
Schools 1long before 1 was married and had children of my own,
because other people would come to me to go to school on behalf
of their children. I got corporal punishment out of the schools
over the objection of the Omaha Public School administration.
When I talk about corporal punishment, I mean kids getting black
eyes, bloody noses, and split lips, blood on their clothes. And
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