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We have whether we believe that there is a pattern of behavior
that demonstrates corruption, and I think we have that. That's
my opinion.

SENATOR BOURNE: But I...

SENATOR BROWN: And my second...no, I'm just...the second issue
I have before...I think we have before us is, should we impeach?
And 1 have not had that satisfied for me. The one thing
that...and some lawyers have said that we should 1look at it
as...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Brown. Thank you, Senator
Brown. Senator Schimek, followed by Senator Beutler.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I was
off the floor this morning and did not get my light turned on
until after lunch. And I suspect I'm about the 30th speaker on
this issue, somewhere along that number. And the amazing thing
to me about this debate is even though I'm number 30, people are
still listening to what everyone has to say on this issue. And
I have learned a lot from this discussion, from attorneys and
from nonattorneys. And I wasn't fully, fully formed in my own
mind about what I wanted to do today. I did vote as a member of
the committee, the impeachment committee, to send this to the
floor. But I think that the discussion today has helped
solidify that initial opinion decision. And let me tell you
why. As the Chair of the committee that oversees elections and
the Accountability and Disclosure Commission, it has been my
instinct from the very beginning that we need to do everything
we can to make certain that we have fair and clean elections in
this state. And I think that there are a lot of things that are
important to our democracy, things like freedom of speech and
free elections where we have ballots and not bullets that
determine the orderly process of changing administrations and
changing elected officials. But underlying it all, underlying
everything is that election process itself. And if we can't
reassure our citizens that we have fair and clean elections,
then they are going to lose confidence in that election process.
And so I believe, like many speakers before me, that there were
clear violations and intentional violations. So on that count
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