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does not intend to speak himself or herself but will share some
time, I would appreciate it. I will start by mentioning that a
wealth of documentary evidence, information, and materials is
available. I handed out some items, and as we present this
matter we will highlight some of the more significant aspects of
the case. But because you have that information or access to
it, I'm going to give initially an overview and make myself
available to answer any questions, to the extent that I can,
about any aspect of the resolution, any article, any of the
underlying evidence used to support these articles of
impeachment. I had handed out a summary of the articles to make
it kind of convenient, and then a copy of the articles
themselves, so that precisely what we will be voting on will be
before you. There was an interview I handed out, which was
conducted by the State Patrol, of a Ms. Melanie Ruzicka,
R-u-z-i-c-k-a, and she's the vice president of Valley Bank and
Trust in Gering, Nebraska. I handed out a copy of the NSP
report, at least an overview, so that you could see the synopsis
and a summary, and that would make everything manageable, I
hope; a copy of the detailed summary of Hergert's interview with
the State Patrol and Don Kleine of the Attorney General's
Office; the statement of Mr. Hergert's former treasurer, because
he pointed out how he was a treasurer in name only--he relied on
Mr. Hergert, trusted him that these documents were properly
executed, and he merely signed what Mr. Hergert had filled out,
and then forwarded it on to the Accountability and Disclosure
Commission. Then from John Stinner, who is the president of
Valley Bank and Trust in Gering, Nebraska, there is his
testimony in that investigation conducted by the Nebraska State
Patrol, and by the way, it was a criminal investigation
undertaken by the Attorney General's Office. There is included
with that what is known as a suspicious activity report. The
bank has to file this with the FDIC whenever there is a
transaction that may violate the law. So to protect himself,
the fact that Mr. Hergert was a longtime customer and a
stockholder did not give this president enough assurance to feel
that this loan activity, which is touched on in detail in these
documents, was legitimate, so he filed this document, saying
that there may have been violation of campaign laws, and it did
refer to Mr. Hergert as the suspect. Now near the beginning of
this whole problem, the Legislature executed a resolution
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