TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
April 11, 2006 LB 1024

know if Senator Pahls has gone out and spoken to the suburban
folks, and I would assume that they would do the same thing.
Look, we're at 9:30, second to the last day of the legislative
session and we're looking at a 158-page amendment. We've looked
at a lot of the language before, 1'll give you that, but not one
of us has studied this extensively. My wife actually said that
she wouldn't be upset with a special session as long as I didn't
do it in the next two weeks because the baby is coming here on
April 22, so anytime after that I'm available. But I want to
renew my commitment to you. I think that this is too
significant of a policy change to do this, even though I will
absolutely concede to you that Senator Raikes has been working
on this for some months. I'1l tell you a little story. This
will kind of illustrate how much work and how difficult that
work has been for Senator Raikes. I was out in the lobby about
ten days ago and I was meeting with a small group or coalition
of suburban senators. I don't know if there were any urban
senators, or excuse me, lobbyists, suburban lobbyists. I don't
know if there was any urban lobbyists there or not, but I think
there were. About 30 or 40 minutes into our conversation, one
of the lobbyists kind of crossed his arms indicating to me that
the conversation was over. And I said, I want to throttle you
after 40 minutes. I don't know how Ron Raikes has put up with
you for 52 days. And to this lobbyist's credit, he started
laughing and he says, 52 days, he's been dealing with us for
about 9 months. And I said, well, he gqualifies for sainthood
because I can't deal with you for longer than 40 minutes. But
that's a little tongue in cheek. It's a difficult issue.
Everybody's hearts are in the right place. They're trying to do
the right thing. We're just disputing how it's done. The rules
suspension is the wrong way to go in that it sets a precedent.
My understanding years ago this used to be used all the time. I
don't think I've ever seen the rules suspended in this regard in
my eight ;ears here. The motion has been tried several times.
I do think it circumvents our process and our system.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute, Senator.
SENATOR BOURNE: Certainly a more appropriate way to do it would

be a cloture vote. I also want to remind the body that if the
rules are suspended that's a 30-vote measure whereas cloture, of
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