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we're doing here does not at all interfere with judicial
discretion on a third offense, as is now, to suspend a license
for 15 years and to deliver a rather substantial straight
sentence jail time. The court reserves the discretion,
rightfully so, under this proposed amendment if we return the
bill, to suspend a driver's license for 15 years. I want to
emphasize that. Secondly, fourth offense, there are no
questions about it, you will receive a 15-year license
suspension. Right now, there's a discretion affoirded the court
for that fourth offense. We remove that discretion. If you're
a fourth offense drunk driver, you have displayed and exhibited
habitual behavior, and there is no discretion accorded the court
relative to the license suspension for a fourth offense. I do
think we need that hammer on that third offense. I think
regardless of what we do on the first and second offense, we
will have a population of third offenders. And it's a public
policy decision on whether or not you want to use that 15-year
license suspension as a hammer to get these individuals into the
treatment and recovery process and community AA meetings, or
not. I think it's a bit punitive if we just do a blanket
15-year suspension. We will 1lose the attention of that
population to the possible rehabilitative measures that are
available to us, and to kind of steer that population toward
recovery. I1'l1l] give the balance of the time back to Senator
Friend.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Friend, a minute, thirty-five.

SENATOR FRIEND: Thank you, Senator Synowiecki. Thank you,
Mr. President, members of the Legislature. I think I misspoke
earlier. I think I threw out the term two years. Obviously,
that wasn't the case. From ten days in jail back to two days is
what Senator Pedersen's idea was. Two days in jail sends a
strict message. There's nothing on the books right now with a
high BAC on first offense. We are creating this penalty, and
after my conversations with Senator Pedersen and Senator

Synowiecki, I thought it was fair. And I think it sends a
message. Okay?

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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