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driving third offense conviction, and the fact that individuals
that are confronting a DWI third, regardless of what they do,
regardless if they're afforded probation or not, will lose their
license for 15 years. I think Senator Pedersen, given his
professional affiliation outside the Legislature, will tell you
that regardless of what we do on the first and second offense,
regardless of how much we raise these penalties, we're still
going to have drunk driving third offense convictions in our
state. We are going to have people come before the court for
drunk driving third, because it's alcoholi:m, it's a problem,
and they have not engaged themselves in recovery. And until and
if they engage in recovery, they will keep coming back. Now,
Senator Pedersen, I know you know this, because I know it, that
the threat or that hammer of that 15-year license suspension
provides an overwhelming incentive for individuals to engage in
the treatment process and recovery. Time and time and time
again, during my years as a probation officer, I've seen
individuals literally turn themselves around, turn their lives
completely around, make profound changes, make profound changes
in their life. You want to know why? You know why they did
that, is because of that 15-year license suspension hammer over
their head, and the fact that they came to the realization that
they needed to do something dramatically about their problem.
And what we're doing here is taking an entire population of
habitual drunk drivers...and I'm not--ask Senator Pedersen--I'm
not here advocating drunk driving or anything. What I'm telling
you is, members, you need to know what you're voting on here, in
the sense that as a tool within our criminal justice system, and
as a tool used by providers, substance abuse providers, we have
what we call coerced treatment. And that is, coerced treatment
is when an individual is essentially forced to subject
themselves to the treatment process and the community...and
community-based AA meetings, and them sort of recovery protocols
and programs. And with this 15-year license suspension looming
over an individual's head, you would not believe the
life-changing aspects of these individuals that are facing that.
And we...and gquite frankly, we're going to lose that. We're
going to lose that. We won't have that incentive. We won't
have that motivator. What we're doing here on that...again, for
these habitual offenders, we are providing a total and complete
disincentive, because you know what? You're going to lose that
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