TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEEATE
April 3, 2006 LB 1248

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay, thank you. So we're not in sync, are
we, here? I've often thought and said, and I don't know whether
I'm right, but I think we already have in many cases more
technology, in this case health, but we have it in agriculture,
we have it in business and everything else. We have more
technology than I think we could ever hope to pay for. And 1
assume that based on what the discussion between Senator
Chambers and others and Senator Kruse on the prioritization, we
probably have de facto prioritization in many areas just because
the money we're willing to spend. I think all of us want to
avoid what that issue is and what that decision is. But I also
go back to the thought that we started here probably an hour and
a half ago when we said, can everybody be treated somewhat
equal? In other words, you don't have the prioritization. And
I think that's the value of not only this discussion but as I
see this bill because it looks like to me if we all would pull
together, and that's all of us and all Americans, if you will,
and all soon-to-be Americans or want-to-be Americans, if we'd
all pull together we probably could make it more affordable for
all. And it's the little things to me that may work. It's a
week less spent in the nursing home and spent in your home, all
those little kinds of things that I think we ought...it would
maybe make things more efficient. I don't know how you arrive
at that. We can't do it as a dictatorship, but we can do it by
discussion I think. As we watch what's unfolding in Florida as
they try to rebuild down there, you wonder is everybody pulling
their same weight to help that out or is there a dependency upon
a few people to do it all? 1Is that the case in healthcare? Are
we all pulling together or are we simply depending on somebody
else to pull it out? I don't know the answer to any of those
except I think we have to go back to the first premise that
Senator Jensen said, it's not we cannot continue like we are
fiscally. We cannot continue like we are fiscally. And so if
there is going to be de facto-prioritization, then we probably
ought to at least have something to say about it...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...because it's going to occur whether we do

anything actively or not. And I see great value in this bill
and this amendment the way it was written. Perhaps it's not
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