TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
April 3, 2006 LB 1248
SENATOR CHAMBERS: But that could mean covering none of them
adequately.
SENATOR JENSEN: No. Well, adequately, you would have to

describe what adequate is, I suppose.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just like all these terms, correct? Let me
ask you this one, because my time will run out. When we get to
the top of page 2, continuing from the bottom of page 23 (sic)
we' re talking about eligible low-income Nebraskans, and listed
are "children, pregnant wonen and families, aged persons, and
persons with disabilities. Which of those would have the
highest priority?

SENATOR BAKER: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Or, in a descending order, give me the rank
order of these groups in terms of priority 1n the minds of these
bureaucrats who are trying to save money.

SENATOR JENSEN: I wouldn't prioritize one over the other.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Then how are you going to determine which
will receive and which will be reduced, in terms of services?

SENATOR JENSEN: By direction that we would give them.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I see, in 1line 6 on this same page 2,
"policies and priorities must be established for the medical
assistance program that will effectively address the health care
and related needs of eligible recipients and eftectively
noderate the growth of medical assistance expenditures." 1f
you re going to moderate the growth of expenditures, that means
you're going to have less money available, and you establish
priorities. And since these groups that are listed are the ones
who are receiving the service, there has to be a rank order
established, which is another way of saying priorities. But I
want to know what those...

SENATOR BAKER: Time.
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