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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. President and members. I
empathize with what Senator Redfield is saying. I think that is
something that is a legitimate question and one that has no real
answer at this point in time. I would like to mention just a
couple of things, and I don't want to use all my time to respond
to everything that I was asked earlier, but a note in from the
lobby reminded me that any time anyone works for someone who
withholds, they do pay income tax, and many of these people of
course do work for...in those kind of circumstances. I don't
think this would encourage more illegal immigration. We're
talking probably a very finite number of students who would
actually benefit under this program. In fact, one of the things
I don't think I shared with you is Jerry Deichert from the
University of Omaha did come to the hearing of the Education
Committee and did give testimony in a neutral capacity, and his
best estimate is that 130 kids would be about the most who would
be possible beneficiaries of this bill the first year. So, you
know, I think there's a lot more on people's minds than that.
As to the question, why don't they just become citizens, I think
Senator Aguilar outlined that very, very well. I do want to go
back for just a minute and talk about the second packet that you
were handed, and I want to call attention to the groups that are
supporting this. And the first letter in the packet is
powerful. It's by the P-16 Initiative. It's signed by Doug
Christensen, the Commissioner of Education; Stan Carpenter,
chancellor, Nebraska State College System; Dennis Baack,
executive director, Nebraska Community College Association; Jim
Griess, executive director, Nebraska State Education
Association; John Boniauto, executive director, Nebraska
Association of School Boards; Jerry Sellentin, executive
director, Nebraska Council of School Administrators; and
James B. Milliken, president, University of Nebraska. That's
pretty powerful. The second one in your packet is signed by the
Gallup Organization. The next one in your packet comes from the
Appleseed Center; the next one from the Nebraska Catholic
Conference. Some of these you may have already gotten through
the mail or e-mail. I mentioned the School Administrators; the
Latino Peace Officers Association, Omaha Chapter; the Catholic
Charities of Omaha; the Chicano Awareness Center, we got many
letters from them. We just included one as a sample. And then
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