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(Laughter) But that...he can do anything at 67 years old. A
young person could probably do a better job in assembling and
running mechanical equipment, but they can't touch it. We pay
those young people minimum wage and we're very...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...lucky to have them. Yes, I think the
minimum wage should be raised, but I just want you...to let you
know, from a small business standpoint, what we're going to be
up against. We are trying to compete in a market that is very,
very competitive. We do not get any grants or LB 620 money to
build a new warehouse or expand our grocery store, but we did
help one in the North Platte area, and you all know who that
was. That company is ruining small businesses thrcughout this
state and the country. Maybe we should check with them on the
minimum wage and see what they're paying. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Janssen. (Visitors
introduced.) On with discussion. Senator Redfield, followed by
Senator Chambers.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
body. Senator Beutler has made much of the fact that this wage
has not been adjusted for, I believe you said, 9 years. And 1
want to remind you that for 13 years the state of Nebraska
didn't bother to adjust the brackets on our income tax rates and
s0 we actually reduced the spending power of our citizens,
especially those who didn't have much to work with. But it
happens. People get busy. People fight a lot of other issues.
They are trying to compete with a global economy, products that
are coming in from India, workers in China, and so there are a
lot of other things that are on the backs of our businesses. So
I don't want this to be a business-bashing bill. I don't think
that's what Senator Beutler intends. And I hope that we don't
stand here and talk about our businesses trying to take
advantage of people, because then we would have to point the
finger at ourselves and say, why didn't government adjust the
brackets on the income taxes for 13 years? Now Senator Beutler
said something else, and I'm going to give him a little time
when I'm through, because I thought I heard him say that
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