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where you were going with that. Are you taking issue with how
the dollars have been spent or will be spent?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I want to be very careful here, Senator
Smith. Not necessarily. I do have a disagreement on some of
the wvay the communications was done, but Transportation
Committee have agreed with it so I can see that I lost there and
that's okay. It's just the idea that this latest one here that
came out in the paper this morning there is no knowledge of that
in here which we probably will...most of my area is the area of
communicating or educating this body and those...and as another
branch of government as to what is happening. And I don't want
to imply, certainly, publicly or privately, that there is a
problem with what has been done in terms of misspending the
funds. That's not my issue. But there is potential into the
future with these kind of dollars coming in from the federal
government with only one branch of government deciding where it
is spent. Not...once again, it is not up until the present
time. Yeah, I'm looking futuristically. And so it's the idea
that it's an awful lot of money and it can be a temptation.
Even though the dollars may go down, I still think there needs
to be oversight or at least awareness, maybe not oversight, but
at least awareness in this body as another branch of government
as to where this money is being spent and how, because there was
a major policy decision made with that money, in my mind, in the
statewide communications issue. And it's my personal opinion
that that may have to be changed someday. Not everyone agrees
with me. I accept that. But I was not accept...but I think in
the future we need to have...be sure that we have understanding
and communications and education of what's going on between both
branches.

SENATOR SMITH: And then when you say there's an awareness
lacking, I assume you would...you're suggesting that there's
lacking awareness in how the dollars are being spent?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, at least certainly the details. And as
I said, I don't think there has been mischief necessarily. But
there is room for mischief into the future if someone really
wanted to use that money for one branch of government to do with
what they...how they wanted to allocate that money and that type
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