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issue of hybrid cars, how we're going to have them contribute
toward the maintenance and building of roads, so a lot of issues
out there. I understand them. The solution is we're going to
have to put more money, have to make a commitment. Nebraska is
one of the few states in the nation who does not contribute
General Fund money to roads. It's user funded. It's through
fuel tax, motor vehicle registration fees, and so on. We tax
those who use them. That's...I think that's fair. But if we're
going to build these expressways--and I understand; I wish we
could get them all completed. The South Sioux
City/Norfolk--that needs to be done. Perhaps the discussion and
working with Department of Roads will focus some more attention
on that, but it needs to be done. Those are high traffic volume
roads up there, and they need to be upgraded. 1'd like to see
the proposal by Senator Johnson done, obviously. It goes
through my district. 1 think it would be great. But the bottom
line is, we have to increase funding if we're going to do these
things. It would contribute to the economic stability and
expansion of the ability of companies to site their plants out
in these more rural areas, if we had the roads. So that's my
challenge to the senators who are coming back. You have to look
at increasing funding. We just...we've not been able to do it.
We've been through some very tough times where people looked at
the Highway Trust Fund and hence this bill to tr* and tide us
over through some difficult financial times, but we're going to
have to face reality now and actually contribute some more funds
to roads. Whether you're going to change policy, direct General
Funds there, or increase the fuel tax and so on, one of those
two options is going to have to be looked at and probably
implemented real soon, in order to get these projects going.
I...the needs are there. We've taken the politics out of roads.
They have to go through the set criteria of the Department of
Roads, vehicle miles, or average daily vehicles and so on. It
works well. I don't suggest we change that. I suggest we look
at broadening the scope or increase the size of the pie. With
that, I would return the rest of my time to the Chair.
Mr. President, thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK : Thank you, Senator Baker. Further
discussion? Senator Johnson.
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