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SENATOR BOURNE: 1Is that time?
SENATOR BEUTLER: I'm sorry.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Byars.

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. President. And I put my light on
because I think this is an excellent discussion. And thank you,
Senator Beutler, for bringing this up. 1 have had some concerns
myself relative to this issue and I think there needs to be some
discussion. I obviously would offer myself and my staff to work
with Senator Bourne and Senator Beutler and the committee to
make sure that we have appropriate language treating persons
with developmental disabilities. We did try, in the legislation
that we did enact last year or the year before, relative to a
separate commitment act. We had none. All we did before was
take a person with developmental disabilities and lock them
away, and we had no way of putting them into a treatment
program, and we have established the Bridges program to do that
and to try to get treatment so that they can be brought back
into the community. But we need to look at this. If there is a
situation of not being treatable, we need to recognize that and
we need to deal with these individuals appropriately, and I know
the community themselves would say the same thing. So we pledge
our cooperation relative to this issue and relative to the
entire DD community to work with you in this regard. And I
would yield the balance of my time to Senator Beutler, if he
would like it.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, Senator Byars, thank you for
the time and thank you for the commitment. Your commitment to
this whole area is...cannot be doubted, and we all appreciate
it. We really do. Senator Bourne, if I may continue with you,
on that same page, 98, these definitions.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Beutler, are we on page 98?
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