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16 of us here that serve in the Legislature who have also served
in the military. Sixteen of us have served in one way or
another outside of this public service capacity, but served our
country through the military. Any 1 of those 16, I think, could
qualify to have their name on the new veterans' home. Certainly
Senator Wehrbein, who has served on the committee for the last
five years, along with all of his years of service in the
Legislature, would be honored to have his name on this new
veterans' home, and I would certainly say he's worthy. Senator
Jensen, as well, served in the military, and Senator Jensen also
served on this committee for the last five years to establish
this new veterans' home. Certainly it would be an honor to have
it named after Senator Jensen. I think along with them we've
also got Senator Engel who's served, Senator Mines who's served,
Senator Janssen, Senator Stuthman, Senator Beutler; and Senator
Beutler did something that I particularly feel good about.
After Senator Beutler served in the army, Senator Beutler also
served in the Peace Corps and has served here in the
Legislature. Now to be a warrior is one thing, but to be a
champion in the cause of peace I think is equally important, and
I particularly respect that. And I think it certainly would be
an honor to name the home after Senator Beutler. Senator
Cudaback served, Senator Byars has served, Senator Johnson
served, Senator Schrock, Senator Landis, Senator Chambers, and
Senator Raikes, any one of whom could have this home named after

them. Let's not leave out Lieutenant Garrison Avery from
Lincoln, who was recently killed in Irag. How about Corporal
Shane Kielion? Shane Kielion grew up in my neighborhood. We

recently named a street after him. Corporal Kielion was killed
in Iragq. He gave the ultimate in giving his life in defense of
his country and certainly would merit having the home named
after him. What about our own former Governor and U.S. Senator
Bob Kerrey, Congressional Medal of Honor winner? Certainly he
could qualify to have the home named after him. Or Senator
Chuck Hagel--certainly Senator Hagel would merit it with his
service in the service, as well as out. Edward "Babe" Gomez, a
Congressional Medal of Honor winner from south Omaha, was killed
in the Korean War. Certainly it could be named after him. What
about former Senator John Hilgert, who is now the director of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, who has worked on this
project from the start, as well? Former Senator John

11473



