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work in wunison in different groups, multiagency efforts, to
combat the drug problem and enforce our drug laws in Nebraska.
Four hundred and twenty-eight thousand dollars is the total.
Senator Chambers and 1 have arrived at a compromise of sorts,
and it goes like this. Of the $428,000 that would have been
spent under Senator Pederson's amendment earlier this afternoon,
$353,000 of that would be made available to law enforcement
agencies that are located in counties other than counties that
have more than 400,000 people. Obviously, if you look at the
intent here, law enforcement agencies across the state can apply
to the Crime Commission for grants, if you are in any county
except Douglas County, to be part of the $453,000 (sic). Now,
you might say, what about the rest of the money, if we were
going to spend $428,000? In an effort to recognize the fact
that Omaha still has a number of needs in its law enforcement
community, we have set aside $75,000 of General Funds as well
that would be made available in a grant program to law
enforcement agencies located in a county that has more than
400,000 residents or citizens, the intent being here, obviously,
Douglas County, for the purpose of funding programs that help
law enforcement agencies in this county with minority
recruitment and, equally as important, diversity sensitivity
training. That would be the compromise that we have worked out
with Senator Chambers and others from the Omaha area. Now, we
have talked to the folks in Omaha. They recognize that, you
know, the two programs that we have identified are important.
In Douglas County, at least we talked to the Omaha Police
Department representative that's here in the Legislature, and
they were comfortable with the compromise. This does two
things. It allows the efforts in the rural areas in any county
other than, essentially, Douglas to be able to continue
receiving funding for the Byrne grants. It helps in our largest
county, obviously, by funding programs that are important to the
Omaha Police Department, like diversity training and minority
recruitment of police officers. Three hundred and fifty-three
thousand for everybody except Douglas County, plus $75,000 for
Douglas County, equals $428,000. This is an effort to reach a
compromise and still make sure that Douglas County receives
important funding for programs that they want and that they
think are important. And I can tell you, we talked to Jack
Cheloha, and he listed some of the priorities of the police
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