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making one-time money available to law enforcement in this
state. They have caps they have to deal with. They have
increased law enforcement needs across our state that they have
to deal with. And in my drug task force, the money that we get
from these federal funds pays for three state patrolmen that
serve Platte County, Madison County, Stanton County, a number of
other northeast Nebraska counties. These are State Patrol
officers that are funded through our Byrne funding in the SNARE
task force. And the idea is to bring the law enforcement
together under one roof for the common cause of making law
enforcement contacts and arrests with people using drugs in
northeast Nebraska. And what we do in the SNARE drug task force
is not unique. It's done across the state. And if you don't
want to pay for it now, then when you go back to your district,
I hope you stick your hand high in the air and say, yep, I
passed on funding that because I felt it was a federal
government gift to the local departments, and I wasn't
interested in finding a solution; I simply wanted to make sure
we didn't continue that federal spending that we'd been doing,
like we do with drug courts. Drug courts receive planning
grants. Hall County drug court received a planning grant. The
planning grant runs out this year for funding drug courts, which
I think is the right thing to do. But I'll tell you what, you
won't have anybody in drug court if nobody gets arrested. You
won't have anybody getting treatment if nobody gets arrested.
You won't have anybody to try and change their life if there's
nobody that's charged with possession or sale or manufacture of
methamphetamine or crank or cocaine or whatever it may be. This

is where the rubber meets the road. And if we want to do
something about the meth problem, I honestly...I walked on the
floor today, I didn't think we have a problem with this. I
thought that...and it shows my inexperience. It shows...you

know, I thought we'd walk in here, everybody would say, yeah,
we've got to start providing treatment opportunities, we've got
to do education. But you know what? We can't turn our backs on
the law enforcement effort. That's the one of three components
that's absolutely necessary to the equation. Nobody goes to
court if nobody gets arrested. Nobody...you know, we don't stop
the guy selling drugs in your neighborhood if the police don't
have the resources to go over there. Believe it or not, drugs
are not the only thing that police departments are expected to
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