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treatment. I don't want to talk about families affected by
drugs. I want to talk about catching folks that are

distributing drugs. Whether they're using or not, I want them
caught, and that's exactly what this program does. We're losing
federal funding. I've heard that, you know, we lose federal
funding all the time, and it's a...you know, state can't pick up
all this revenue. 1'll tell you what, we do it all the time.
Look at Medicaid. They give up on us on Medicaid all the time,
over and over, and we pick up the tab. The federal government
giveth, and they taketh away, just like state government does.
This time, if you think it's important to pick people up for
dealing drugs, it's $460,000 one time. I'm not going to pick
on...well, I am. I'm going to pick on Senator Stuhr's LB 690
that we didn't get to today. That's $450,000 a year for two
years, or three years, or four years. And with due respect to
the program, it has platitudes in how we're going to help folks
in education. Here, let me just read you some of the things.
We're going to collaborate. We're going to create models of
collaboration between career and academic education. I mean,
and I'm not belittling what she's doing. I'm simply saying,
we're ready to spend $900,000 on programs that have no outcome,
no deliverable, merely platitudes, and we're willing to spend
that money tomorrow. And I'm saying that we need $460,000 today
for a program that in my opinion works, that in the opinion of
most law enforcement departments works, for one year, for one
year. I don't say we rotate this through again. Let's work it
out next year and figure out...law enforcement can help us
figure out a solution. I'm simply saying that for $460,000 we
can keep a successful program working. In total, $460,000, my
God, we're...look at the budget. Look at our budget, look at
the increase in spending we're doing in total; $460,000 is lunch
for the state, 1lunch for the folks that work over at the
employees building. Four hundred and sixty thousand dollars is
important to this program, to all parts of the state. Don't be
confused by wrapping all of law enforcement into this program.
Local cops, highway patrol, FBI, that's not part of this
program. This is about dedicated organizations that go out in
the field, as I heard earlier from Senator Flood, they're in the
ditch, and their job is to pick up folks that are dealing drugs.
What the heck is wrong with that? Four hundred and
sixty thousand dollars one year. Senator Pederson has a plan.
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