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Rural Apprehension Program--we would not have the successes that
we have had now. So this is crucial and critical. 1If it was
for any other program, I would be stopping and taking a 1look
back, just like others have said, about federal funding being
dropped for local programs. Meth is a scourge. Meth is a
problem. Meth is the root of many other crimes that are taking
place in Nebraska right now. We just had the discussion
recently on prostitution increases that are happening. A lot of
that is related to meth. I've got, from KETV here, where
they're talking about methamphetamine, from March 8, 2006.
Methamphetamine is putting a strain on law enforcement agencies
all across the United States, including Beatrice and Lincoln,

Nebraska. The state's Governor has said as much as 70 percent
of crime may trace back to the drug. Think about
that--70 percent of the crimes. And in Washington, D.C.,

recently they were talking about drug statistics. It said, a
bipartisan group called Fight Crime: Invest in Kids released a
study that says crimes committed by meth addicts doubled between
2002 and 2004. Several states' attorneys generally touted the
study at a news conference, calling on Congress to reject
proposed budget cuts to law enforcement and programs designed to
keep children from lives of crime. Even with reduced funds,
those waging the fight said that they don't have room to let up.
And Lincoln Police Chief Tom Casady said he's never seen a drug
impacting crime as much as methamphetamine. He said it spurs
everything from thefts to violent crimes. We've had a pretty
healthy increase in armed robberies, stickups, and there's no
doubt in my mind it's related to meth addiction, Casady said.
We've been encountering meth addicts who have been stealing
checks from their own relatives and forging them. Also,
alcohol-related arrests have risen from 275 to 252 a year ago,
and that was in Beatrice. 1 also just received an e-mail from
Simera Reynolds, who is the state executive director of MADD.
And she says, on behalf of MADD and our 3,000 members across the
state, we want to personally thank you for voices on the floor
in support of maintaining monies for the Crime Commission. This
is money that is used by our law enforcement agencies to address
serious issues such as drunk driving. So they're not only
getting meth people; they are picking up some drunk drivers in
the process, too. I think, without passing this, we're just
telling our meth bill...our meth dealers that, hey, we're open
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