TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
ELOOR DEBATE

March 23, 2006 LB 746

move individuals from an undocumented status to a documented
status. Guess what those folks that need that legal service
get, is zero relative to that, Senator Flood. Now the gquestion
I had was relative to the Commission on Public Advocacy and the
Legal Aid Services Fund. What's the court fee dedication to
that? And as I'm...been told by the Fiscal Office here in just
very short notice that Legal Aid of Nebraska receives
$1.1 million through that court fee. Is that your understanding
as well?

SENATOR FLOOD: As I stated earlier, I haven't had a chance to
look over the numbers, and you're familiar with my situation.
I, too, didn't realize that we were...we were going to do this,
this morning. So 1'll take some time, I'll find out where their
money comes from and I'll be able to respond to you. My light
is on, so give me a few minutes.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Okay. 1 appreciate that, Senator Flood.
As I indicated, I, too, did not know that this amendment was up.
I do know that Legal Aid of Nebraska does wonderful work. I
endorse that. That's not an issue. An issue is, is that we
have, I believe,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Excuse me, Senator Cudaback?
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you. We have other providers of
legal services to the poor that can...that can deliver a scope
of services that is much more open than Legal Aid of Nebraska,
guite frankly. And that's no fault of Legal Aid of Nebraska,
don't get me wrong, but we have to...and I don't know if I'm
necessarily against this amendment. I just don't know enough
about it. The Legal Aid of Nebraska does receive funding
through the Legal Aid Services Fund, and that fund is funded
through court fees. And Fiscal Office has informed me that the
last go-round on grant making through that Legal Aid and
Services Fund, that Legal Aid of Nebraska received in excess of
$1 million. And so the question would be, for Senator Flood,
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