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enough money to meet our obligations in the next year or two,
then we can address that when it...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR KREMER: ...when it comes. So I think it's very
appropriate and I will support the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kremer. Senator Wehrbein,
followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr. President and members of the
Legislature, I don't want to prolong the debate on this
particularly, but two things. One, Senator Chambers, they...one
of the last works done, that I admit I can't find the article
that I read, on the efficiency of ethanol production was done by
the University of California, Berkeley, and they confirmed a lot
of what has been said in the last few months or in recent times
about the efficiency of conversion. And I figured...l thought
maybe being the U.S., University of California, Berkeley, it
would have an impact on you, because it's...I don't think it's
Senator Raikes' alma mater, but it's close out there,
alma mater. The other thing on ethanol, I think we have the
obligation, I want to separate this too, we have the obligation
to fulfill this. Whether we disagree about the future is
another issue perhaps, so I want to assure that I oppose the
amendment and think that we do have the obligation to do it
because we made that commitment in the past. We have the plants
in place. They are fulfilling what they're doing. No
production equal no dollars, so there are some probably going to
struggle in the future. We're not going to have to pay those if
they're not producing. So we got exactly...it was done exactly
the way we framed it. If they produce they get paid; if they
don't produce they don't get paid. So they've met their
obligation; we should meet ours. Secondly, on energy, I'm more
optimistic than Senator Chambers is in the future for
replacement of energy, and it doesn't necessarily all come to
ethanol. We're going to be switching probably to...switching to
switch grass. (Laugh) We're going to be using switch grass for
some things, probably. There's lots of research going on. I
think it's one of the real causes for optimism in agriculture
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