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the supply or the production and the demand, and I think many
worried about over the...worried about this over the years, that
we were going to incent too much production and not have the
demand for it. It was kind of a chicken and egg situation. And
that's what's happened the last two years in the spring and this
year again in the spring, whereas attainment
cities...nonattainment cities--Atlanta and Denver come to
mind--have to have ethanol at this point to meet their
nonattainment goals and so they have outbid, in many cases, the
amount of ethanol that Nebraska is producing. I think I'm
correct in saying that nearly all ethanol production in Nebraska
right now is going out of state, and it's one of the reasons
that we are paying a little higher price for it, because the
supply and the production...production and the derand are not in
alignment. If we get more plants on line, another year or so, I
think that will, I'm understood, it will...there are going to be
more...it will be more probably price neutral, if you will. I
think we have this obligation, whether we like it or not, in
some cases. We have this obligation to fulfill these contracts.
We have incented the ethanol industry in Nebraska. It's
benefited everyone, from my mind, from the amount of property
taxes that are paid locally, to creating good jobs in rural
Nebraska, providing additional price for corn in local markets,
to providing feed for livestock. I can't see a downside to it.
And every day, every...I should say every month, almost, we're
learning new...about new research that's showing that we are now
getting about one unit of BTU energy out of...or 1.6 BTUs of

energy out of 1 BTU of energy expended. Contrast that to
gasoline, where you get .8 of a BTU of energy out of 1 BTU in
its original form. So ethanol is becoming more and more

efficient and it looks 1like, through further research, we're
going to do more and more. So it looks like, to me, that we
have done what we've intended to do in Nebraska. We have a
strong and thriving ethanol industry that is now standing on its
own, and we simply have to fulfill our requirements. And in my
thinking, the sheet that I have...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...is probably...I think Senator Landis'
sheet was showing the...probably the worst possible case
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