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SENATOR BROWN: Thank you, Mr. President. I will be supporting
this amendment with some reluctance, but because I believe that
it is the right thing to do for women, I will do it. I'm still
troubled by the absolute "disingenuity" of the Foley...the
original Foley amendment and the original argument that more
clinics, absent money, would egqual more women being served.
That is absolutely incomprehensible to me, and that's why what
Senator Janssen, Senator Pederson, and others have done is at
least bringing us some measure of sanity to this discussion.
Senator Foley said earlier that the increase that's being
projected of 50 percent is absolutely unreasonable if you look
at other lines in the budget. But if you look at the increase
in Medicaid over the time period when we first put in close to
the $500,000, that increase has been almost 100 porccnt So
we're only increasing this by 50 percent so it hasn't even kept
up with our spending in Medicaid as a whole. Senator Stuthman
talked about being worried because of a lack of funds, but the
real issue about the underlying amendment, the Foley amendment,
was not about funding. It was not about services. It was about
who would provide those services. So Senator Stuthman, if he
needs to be concerned, should be concerned that his facility
that he believes in and has been providing those services might
not receive as much in the future, because there is no guarantee
under this lanquaqe that the existing providers who have been
doing such yeoman's work in providing services to women will
continue to be able to receive the grants, especially with the
expansiveness of whoever might be able to provide the services,
and not requiring the full range of services. So I will thank
only those members of the Legislature who argued for more
services for women, rather than for those who argued only for
controlling who provided those services. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Brown. (Visitors
introduced.) On with discussion of Janssen amendment, FA608.
Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS : Mr. President, members of the Loqillaturc,
I'd like to ask Senator Foley a gquestion or two, if he's
available.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers.
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