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can't remember what the underlying bill is. It was or is on the
agenda to be moved out; we just haven't done that yet. Like I
said, we have...it's either...don't hold me to this...it's
either 12 or 14 bills that were heard in Judiciary Committee
that have been prioritized in some fashion, whether it be an
individual priority or a Speaker priority this year. Some of
the issues are the sex offender bill, which is a couple hundred
pages, a comprehensive package designed to protect our kids in
the committee; Senator Friend's bill, which is a comprehensive
rewriting of the DUI laws here in Nebraska; a whole host of
others. So this was on our radar screen. We have worked on the
amendment. And we feel that it was ready to go, in that it was
placed on the agenda for our next Executive Session. But
unfortunately, we just haven't had that Executive Session. I do
want to say that we had a great public hearing on this issue.
Senator Synowiecki, of course, introduced the bill. There were
a number of neighbors that came from his area, his community,
and testified how much of a problem this is in their
communities. Frankly, I don't think the municipalities are able
to control this type of activity, simply because they don't have
enough tools in their toolbox. And the remedy resolves...or,

resides with us. I think that this makes sense. As Senator
Chambers mentioned in his opening, it is kind of a power
disparity relationship. And I think if we go after the

purchasers, or the purveyors of the act, I think that will
result in a lot more success in controlling this behavior. One
of the things we look for in the Judiciary Committee is a
balance. And this is kind of continuing...not "kind of," this
is continuing with the process or the way that Senator Brashear
ran the committee. We are of the opinion there that you do no
more than what is necessary to solve the problem. If assessing
a Class IV felony to a crime solves the problem, we don't do a
Class II. So we try to solve the problem, but we don't try to
do it in a way that is draconian, unduly harsh. We don't tend
to posture in the committee in terms of hitting somebody with a
sledgehammer when a fly swatter would work. And quite frankly,
this works in this situation. We go after the people who are
the purchasers of this. Oftentimes we heard in testimony
today...or, during the hearing, that some of the prostitutes,
they re addicted to drugs, they have no other way to earn a
living. Sometimes they're forced into doing this. And it's
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