TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
March 14, 2006 LB 817

File, 2006 Speaker priority bills. Mr. Clerk, LB 817, please.

CLERK: LB 817, Mr. President, introduced by Senator Chambers.
(Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 4 of this
year, at that time referred to the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee. The bill was advanced to General
File. I do have committee amendments, Mr. President. (AM19S52,
Legislative Journal page 436.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Senator Chambers,
you're recognized to open on LB 817.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
for several years I've been interested in trying to raise the
salaries for the constitutional officers. My philosophy is that
we should 1look past the individuals who happen to be occupying
the office and annex to that office a salary commensurate with
the duties entailed and the dignity that the office should be
cloaked with. So as we look at this bill, you should be aware
that these salary increases are not exorbitant under the
original bill, but the committee made reductions which I'm going
to accept and go along with. I had to bring something to the
committee, and I offered what I thought was reasonable, but we
know that the collective minds in a committee will often reduce
any expenditure for anything. The committee amendment will
become the bill, and that will be explained by the Chair of the
committee, so I won't go into those things now. But to let you
know where you can find that information, in addition to looking
at the committee amendment, which explains things in words, go
to that pink fiscal note, and on the first page of it you will
see a listing of the salaries which these individuals currently
get, the proposed amount, and the increase. Then you're going
to have a clearer picture, as you get an explanation, of what
form the bill ultimately will be in. So, to sum it up in a
nutshell, if I may use that cliche, this bill would increase the
salaries of all of the constitutional officers. There are
people working for cities who make more than the amounts that
are being proposed here. So I would steal Jonathan Swift's
title from one of his tracts and say this is indeed a modest
proposal. Thank you, Mr. President.
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