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of the body, you need to have patience with a relatively
newcomer here in this great body. I voted no on ending...or
calling the question, because I wasn't ready. I hadn't heard

enough. I came this morning thinking we were going to talk
about the budget. I didn't know this amendment was going to be
on there. That's my fault. Have patience with me. But I'm

telling you that I didn't have enough information when the
guestion was called. I still probably don't. I don't know if
this is an abortion bill, as Senator Chambers says. I don't
know whether it's just a good intent to spread services
throughout the state as Senator Foley says. But I do know this.
You haven't changed the appropriation bill one bit. We don't
have any more money. That can tell me only a couple of things.
One, it weakens the programs we already have, which maybe is the
intent of Senator Foley, I don't know. If we're going to spread
this out to more places in the state,...and I agree we should.
Young women should have access all over the state to the
healthcare they need. I don't happen to see this as an abortion
bill, because I would be opposed to an abortion bill. But I see
this as a way for especially young people, young women with
sexually transmitted diseases, to be able to get the care they
need. You can't do it by weakening what we already do. I may
vote for Senator Foley's amendment, but we have to have money to
do that, and without it, it just shouldn't be. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SHEEHY: Thank you, Senator Kopplin. Senator Brown.

SENATOR BROWN: Mr. President, members, earlier, Senator Foley
said that this amendment is about providers. Well, it shouldn't
be about providers; it should be about women and their
healthcare. And as Senator Preister talked about, it's pretty
sad, and I have participated in it, when...on the breast cancer
side of it, when there is cancer found through Every Woman
Matters, and the answer is, the bad news is you have cancer, and
the bad news is that there's nothing that we can...no treatment
that's available, there's no money for treatment. And what I'm
afraid of is, with the last line, which I've read and read and
read, the last 1line that's in here, which is what it's about,
which is to not provide a full range of services to women,
that's what our answer is going to be about cervical cancer,
about...and about STDs. And north Omaha has the highest STD

10589



