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services. This is a permissive provision that further clarifies
the number of providers. So at some point, Senator Schimek's
testimony that she's reading into the record from the committee
hearing, that I believe most, if not all, of the committee were
at, was in regards to the green copy of the bill. There was
some question from the committee members about, how does it
affect with the committee amendment, and...or with the proposed

amendment . And most of the testifiers hadn't seen the
amendment. And so I don't know if they've had the chance to see
the bill since it's been introduced. The contact that 1I've

received was generally asking about the green copy of the bill,
and so we had clarified that. So we need to make sure that
we're talking about what is actually before us. Senator Foley
has stressed to us repeatedly to read the amendment, and I would
say that that's probably an appropriate direction. But I wanted
to clarify that. Is this appropriate or not? I...you know
what, I've been here for six years, and we've done things on
this floor that I'm sure is just as inappropriate as anything
else that has ever been done in a budget. We do it all the
time. Now, whether we do it this way or another way, I think we
should have that discussion and figure out what is appropriate.
I think what Senator Foley has offered us, at least, is an
appropriate idea. And if it needs to be addressed or it needs
to be worked on, that's fine. There are shortages in services.
It is...I mean, we can go ahead and spend all the money we want
to on all the wonderful programs that come out of this
Legislature, but I think what we have learned over the last five
years since...at least what I have learned, is priorities. And
we all have different priorities. Is what Senator Foley offered
us probably a priority that I would have thought of when I got
in the Legislature? Probably not. And had he not offered it to
us today, or this year in front of the Health Committee, had we
considered it as a Health Committee, we probably wouldn't have.
But now that the issue is before us, I think we should consider
it, and I think we should consider it how it fits in with the
entire scheme. Could Senator Foley have taken the
Appropriations...taken a bill to the Appropriations Committee
and asked for increased funding? He certainly could have. And
I'm sure a lot of us would have done different things, or could
have offered different ideas had we known what the financial
state of Nebraska was going to be, before session began, that we
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