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what some of the things that are really driving the growth are,
and maybe put those into percentages, meaning...I see that the
federal government reduced the amount of Medicaid aid or
assistance to our state. What is that as a percent of the
increase from this year to last year, if you know?

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: I don't know that exact percent, but I can
tell you, in general, some of the changes that we made that have
increased some of the spending, and that will be something for

you to consider. For example, we increased the amount for
community corrections, and you're very familiar with that from
your committee. You know, we've had various proposals in

connection with community corrections, and at first it was a
very large number in a general form, and we on the committee
asked for more detail on that. The plan then changed and
it's...in fact, it's changed remarkably, but we came out with a
proposal, as you know, for $5.7 million for the expanded
community corrections, and the same amount for the following
year. But then we also decided, on the committee level, that if
we were ever going to finish fixing up this State Capitol
Building, that we needed to accelerate the amount of payments
that were going into that proposal. And that's..

SENATOR BOURNE: Actually, I had another gquestion about that,
but I guess what I'm getting at is, if you look at...when you
talk about the $18 million that we increased that was
discretionary, for lack of a better way of saying it--and that's
like .3 percent of the entire budget, on page 11, the amount of
midbiennium budget adjustments in the committee budget increases
fiscal years '05-06, '06-07, by a total of $18 million. So
those are the adjustments to the various departments of
government, and I guess what I'm saying is, if that's only
three-tenths of a percent, what is driving the other 7 percent
of the budget's growth? I guess maybe I'm not putting it in a
very clear way, but this seems to me to be kind of unusual, in
that oftentimes the midbiennium budget really is just kind of an
adjustment for heating costs, things like that. And this seems
to be a rather significant increase, and I'm trying to get a
sense of is it all Medicaid, is it aid to schools? What is
driving this growth?
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