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obviously the cities and counties are in favor of this, but
Senator Raikes' argument is we don't want to spend the money
through the state aid formula to make them whole. But quite
honestly I think it's something we need to do. It puts some
more funds available to cities and counties. I think everyone
that's been involved with road discussions in the last few years
says we don't have enough money going into the fund. This
provides some money to that fund. It also cleans up the process
dramatically. In fact, it eliminates one whole process of
distributing this back to the counties, and then the treasurers
in each county distributing it from there. So yes, I can't deny
it. There's a transfer of restricted funds from the apportioned
motor vehicles to the schools that's going to go away, and we're
going to make it up with state aid; hence, the A bill that will
trail along with this. The only folks that won't be made whole
out of this, I think there's...I was talking to a superintendent

of a nonequalized district just a bit ago, and I believe he told
me. ..

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: ...there were 14 districts in the state that are
nonequalized this year. He said 14. I'm just taking this
superintendent's word for it. He happened to be a

superintendent of one of them that's not equalized. And I don't
have a new printout as to how many dollars that might affect a
few of those unequalized districts, but it's not much. And he
said, for the good of the cause, he thought, no more than it
was, they probably could go along with it. So that, I think,
summarizes what Senator Raikes said. It is a judgment call
here. We're trying to clean up a process, transferring some
funds that had been going...probably 60 percent of these funds,
this $7 million, probably 60 percent of it overall, went to
schools. When we take that away from them, the state aid
formula is going to make it up, but the money that...the entire
amount of money is going to go to the cities and counties to be
used for roads. I would be glad to answer any questions. I
understand Senator Raikes' concern, but I do believe that
those...all the districts other than unequalized districts will
be made whole. Thank you.
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