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Senator Cunningham, let me ask you this. I basically support
the small claims court. I think it really works well for
situations where you have citizens who want to come in and
represent themselves on these fence-type disputes. It was never
really designed in the first place to be an instrument by which
more sophisticated collection companies could collect debts.
And as you know, when they're in that business, even though you
can't have a lawyer, they train somebody in that business to be
like a lawyer in the sense of understanding each and every
little thing about presenting your claim before a small claims
court. Let me ask you this. Would you have any interest in a
proposition that raised the dollar amount but cut down on those
ten times a year that you're allowed to file in small claims
court? Because let's face it, if we're talking about the
average citizen out there,.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator...

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...they don't go to court ten times in their
whole lives, much less ten times in a year. So something that
allows ten filings is for the purpose that Senator Chambers
objects to. If we reduce that to five filings and made small
claims court more 1like it was intended to be but raised the
amount, as you suggest, because the amount, I think, should be
raised, how would you respond to that? I would yield my time to
Senator Cunningham.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Senator Beutler. I guess 1
would definitely think about it. I would consider it
definitely. I'm not sure what I would say. I can tell you
from. ..

SENATOR BEUTLER: I mean, your small businessman out...

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Well, I'm not actually a small businessman
any more. I'm not a store owner any more, but when...

SENATOR BEUTLER: No. No, I know.
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