TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
February 23, 2006 LB 975

Senator Schrock is going to put some specific numbers together.
Rather than try to hasten and throw something together this
morning, he's going to have the amendment properly drafted.
Sometimes it takes many minutes, sometimes hours, sometimes days
to get a job done which needs doing and to get it done the best
that we can under the circumstances. Contrary to what people
want to believe, I do not get everything that I want on this
floor. 1If I got everything I wanted on this floor, everything,
the only ones who would be left would be the pages, the staff in
the front, and me, and my vote would be weighted,
w-e-i-g-h-t-e-d. And I might let Senator Langemeier slip in,
because he's been coming along nicely. And my vote would count
for 90 percent, and Senator Langemeier's vote would count for
10 percent, but it would only take 60 percent to carry anything
that's done, so in any case it would always go my way. And
people would see what a wonderful place Nebraska can be. But I
know that is not going to happen. So what I have te do is
argue, be tenacious, and 1look beyond the boundaries of the
11th Legislative District. If that was all I looked at, or if,
like Lincoln senators, I only looked at what's good for Omaha,
as they do for Lincoln, my job would be a lot easier. First of
all, I'd have somebody else telling me what to do. 1'd be a
handle that fits any tool. But that's not the way I operate.
Everybody on this floor is free to do it the way he or she
thinks it ought to be done, but they're not going to get it done
easily when I'm concerned and it goes against my interest. Even
the Speaker, he knows I like him, he knows I respect him. The
only reason I don't refer to him as the "Silver Fox" now,
because he's at a different level and I don't want to seem to
diminish his standing as Speaker. But he's going to have to
defend Sokol, and so is Senator Landis, because he's carrying
the water for them, who would not pay a fine levied against them
because they were part of an outfit that was...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...trying to push an amendment to the
constitution to limit the power of the Legislature to tax. They
let their organization go out of business, then they didn't pay
the fine. They don't have enough integrity, they don't have
enough in the way of ethics. And these are the kind of people
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