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year. Now I don't know if that is the amount of money that
we're talking about here; my guess is we're talking about less.
But if we aren't talking north of a million bucks, I'd be
surprised. Half of a million bucks, I don't know, and maybe
Senator Bourne was told in the Judiciary Committee an amount of
money that was applied, and if they did, I would accept, you
know, some information. But in one year's time, I know from the
special session, that it was roughly a $5 million amount of
unclaimed property in a year. How much of that comes from gift
cards I don't know, but it's significant. I'm going to guess
it's significant. Let's round it out at some place between six
figures and a million bucks. That sounds. . .rough justice figure
to me, six figures, up to a million bucks. What I haven't heard
yet is a reason why the money stays with the merchant
in perpetuity. What I don't understand is why, after 25 years
and the person is dead, it's the merchant's money rather than
the state's, because understand what's happened here is one
individual gave money to the merchant on behalf of another. It
never got used by the individual who received the gift, and the
merchant stands in the middle, having not rendered any service,
other than an accounting one, for which, by the way, some fee
might be reasonable. On the other hand, the use of the money
for five years should have some value, shouldn't it? It's
theirs to use any way they want. You don't think it's invested?
Of course, it is. But at the end of the time, why is the
merchant, rather than the state, the appropriate person to

receive abandoned property? Carol was quite right. She was
simply parroting the language that I used when she said, you
know what? The bonehead lost it. And I called myself a
bonehead. I'm a bonehead. I don't deserve that money. I

don't...Barnes and Noble shouldn't have to do it for me. I get
that. But why Barnes and Noble should keep the money to the end
of time, after I die, after Brant Pope dies, and goes straight
to the bottom line, as opposed to the public, I have yet to hear
a reason. I'll sit down, turn my light on, but understand that
the time line that Arnie Stuthman just ran down was the existing
one. That's not what happens after this bill. After this bill,
it goes immediately into the merchant's pocket from day one, and
it stays there unless it ever gets claimed, ever, by somebody
else. And by the way, they...at some point, you know what?
There is no claimant; they're gone. They've moved; they're
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