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for the cities. The city sets up a city charter, a
constitution, and if it operates under a city charter that does
certain sorts of things, then they have somewhat broader
prerogatives than municipalities that operate strictly under the
statutes. It's a self-governing, self-ruling sort of concept
that came about when the Legislature decided that, 1look, these
cities and municipalities can deal with most of their problems
themselves, and we ought to allow them a structure that allows
people to vote on a basic constitution for the city, and then
that constitution for the city can't be changed unless the
people vote the change in. And from that constitution, then,
they make their ordinances and resolutions. So what they did in
the case of this Community Health Endowment, they put a new
section...the people voted on a new section in the city charter.
It establishes a separate fund to be known as the Community
Health Endowment, recites the fact that they're putting in there
the proceeds from the sale of the hospital, and it says the
endowment may be increased by donations, bequests, and
appropriations to the fund. Monies in the fund sha.l be used
for the purpose of funding health and health-related programs or
projects which further the health, safety, or welfare of the
citizens of the city of Lincoln, and for no other purpose, and
for no other purpose. Then it goes on to say that
notwithstanding any other provision to this charter to the
contrary, all monies in the Community Health Endowment shall, to
the extent permissible under the statutory and constitutional
laws, be invested in investments of the nature which individuals
of prudent discretion and intelligence acquire or retain in
dealing with the property of another. That standard is a very
high standard, and if we change our constitution and our
statutes to allow the city of Lincoln to do this, they will
still have to operate under this charter standard, should this
charter standard be higher than what the Legislature should
require by its own statutes. So the city council of the city of
Lincoln, I think, acted very wisely in putting to the people
this proposition and putting in a very strong position the
provisions with respect to how the health endowment will
operate. Then subsequent to the people approving this
foundation, they put into effect a set of ordinances which
follow that requirement. They have a board; the board consists
of 15 individuals from the community that are known as trustees,
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