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something or other. White men have always had affirmative
action, with a difference: Before a black person can get a job
or white women, in some cases, they have to be super gqualified.
Black women have been virtually erased from sight and
consideration in this society. There is no group more set-upon,
abused, and discriminated against than black women. White women
get abused, they get mistreated, and I have sponsored
legislation and supported other legislation to try to address
their situation. Some people need to go back and do a 1little
research on what was called the displaced homemaker legislation,
concerning itself with the plight of white women. But white
women don't face anything like what black women face and
confront. And those are things which need to be addressed, and
I'm going to do it. Had I not been willing to address the fact
that the Governor, who is now the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Johanns, was not appointing women to
boards and commissions, those kind of appointments would not
have been made. But I laid on it and stayed on it until he
started doing differently. White men are not going to speak for
white women. What they're going to tell you is that they
control your body, they control your reproductive system. The
state has a proprietary hold on your reproductive system, and
these men spend an inordinate amount of time talking about your
reproductive system and how they're going to control it and
thereby control you. And they get you all, who are a ma jority
of the population, to go along with it. You don't open your
eyes and see what's happening to you. You think they care about
fetuses, even? No, they talk about them because they want to
elevate anything above a woman in value that they can. That's
what they're doing. That's why 1'll always take as my point of
departure the woman, the woman, the woman--not a zygote, not a
fetus, not an embryo. But that's not what these men who control
everything do, and they control you all, and you go along and
you holler for these things they're talking about just as loud
as they do, without having sense enough to realize they're
putting shackles on you. Consider your status in this society,
and you will understand that I'm telling you the truth. What
about these white women who have all the qualification in the
world and they encounter what they call "the glass ceiling."
You bump up against it, you can see through it, but you cannot
penetrate it. What about that? Am I making that up? Glass
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