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concealed carry; police chiefs' association, police officers'
associations, and the Nebraska...this is from the chairman of
the sheriffs' legislative committee. I have listened to a lot
of people on all sides of this issue in my community. But I
respect and have supported law enforcement, and if Senator Smith
thinks, when I say law enforcement I'm using that loosely, you
know, I am. But it's because I have letters in my office, and I
think you all do, too, from being here nine years, from
different people who chaired the committee that came in and
presented the letter, who sent letters to the office from the
police chiefs, PCAN and the Sheriffs' Association. And also,
for a while, I had letters from the Fraternal Order of Police.
I don't know that they did last year, but in previous
years...this says they...this person had not had contact with
them. I don't know what thoy did. And it also says a survey of
the State Troopers Association several years ago indicated
opposition. So there may be a few people in law enforcement
around the state who support it, but the associations do not.
And if anybody wants to see these exhibits from the committee
hearing, I'm more than happy to do that. But I am going to
cite, because 1 think this is part of the discussion that
Senator Kruse and Senator Chambers sort of passionately said. I
don't have as racially diverse a district as they do. My
district is probably more typical of the rest of the state. But
a lot of these issues cross over, and this is from the chief of
police from Nebraska City. And he says, I feel this bill takes
Nebraska backwards in an era where we should be de-escalating
situations rather than adding the fuel of concealed carry.
Having people walking around...I had a call I made back to
somebody early on (laugh) in these years in the Legislature, and
you get e-mails from these folks. You had some angry people who
want to carry guns. And so I called the guy and he said, well,

I called to tell you to vote for concealed carry, and I said,

well, you know, I'd like to know what your thinking is. And he
said, well, the police can't be everywhere, and I got some
drunks that come to the park once in awhile, and I want to go
over and take care of it. Well, I, you know,...you talk about
what people get frightened of, that's frightening to me! That
is frightening to me. And I think when you're talking about
this, we need to listen to the people who deal with this every
day. And this is what he says: Enabling concealed carry may
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