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SENATOR COMBS: Thank you, Mr. President. I guess I...to just
respond...and I'm never at a verbal match for Senator Chambers,
but I don't consider myself an idiot. But to me, the smartest
people in the world are the ones that are willing to admit what
they don't know, and when I don't know, I say I don't know, and
I go and find out. So that's what...I've got answers to a
couple more gquestions that were posed here. The State Patrol
said that access to the information, in answer to Senator
Thompson's question about the mentally incompetent people, that
they can get them, access them in Nebraska, and then in another
jurisdiction will depend upon the confidentiality laws that they
have in the state that they're looking at. And they must be
ad judged, and that means adjudicated mentally incompetent, and a
judge has to be the one to commit them. So it couldn't be
something that was just, you know, an accusation that someone
makes that you are mentally incompetent. It has to Dbe...you
have to be adjudged as mentally incompetent. And I would just
wonder if someone who's been adjudged mentally incompetent would
be able to pass the...you know, the testing that's involved.
There's...you know, I think...I've taken the testing, and you
know, three days of testing, it would be hard for a mentally
incompetent person to endure what I went through to get my
permit. Another guestion posed was about the degree of training
it takes for a citizen compared to what a police officer has in
order to carry, the contention being that ordinary citizens
would be incapable of being trained to safely and effectively
use a firearm for self-defense. Well, just very simply stated,
I think it's a 1little bit elitist to argue that ordinary
citizens are incapable of being properly trained, because, you
know, this argument that only law enforcement officers should be
permitted to carry, because they are required to undergo the
long, rigorous training. The training necessary for citizens
and law enforcement is different because the objectives are
different. And if you look at what a citizen's goal is, that is
to survive an attack. It's to survive a life-threatening
encounter, and most often involves scaring away an attacker
without a shot being fired, and seeking safety. Most of the
time, many times, that's what happens. Law enforcement officers
require more extensive training because they must engage in
pursuit, apprehension, and suspect control. In other words,
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