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going to tolerate Mr. Hergert's behavior either. But we need to
be straight up, straightforward, and honest about this. Now, it
concerns me a bit when Senator Beutler just acknowledged the
fact that we don't have all of the facts Yet. The commission is
still looking into this. That's fine. I'm willing to wait for
more information. If we're forced into a vote here, I'll make
the tough decision. And guite honestly, we don't know how the
resolution is going to be voted on yet. There are amendments.
We know that he can't be impeached, constitutionally. And if
this is a good, healthy discussion, so be it. Perhaps it is,
Senator Schimek. We need to know what the law is. We need to
enforce it consistently and fairly. We need to come up with
laws. And perhaps, I hope that we all can arrive at the fact
that we need to adopt some changes in our current law, so that
these things do not undermine our electoral process. That, to
me, is the biggest issue here, is the wundermining of our
electoral process. And there's a lot at stake. There's always
this rush to regulate campaign finances, perhaps without the
constitutional authority to levy the right penalties to make
them effective. Whether it's the federal level, whether it's
the state level, it seems like every cycle we have...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SMITH: ...some terrible examples of how, A, campaign
finance laws aren't working and, B, there are those who
probably, perhaps intentionally, vioclate them so as to get
elected. And then what's difficult is when they just absorb the
fines as a cost of doing the election. And if you've got a lot
of money, hey, pay it. You got the office; no big deal. That
disturbs me and I think that's why we're here today. But for us
to say that Mr. Miller's violations, well, those were long
enough ago we shouldn't be concerned about those, that's wrong.
And 1'll be happy to submit for the record even more quotations
from this e-mail that shows his deliberate...in fact, the
commission didn't even hold him accountable for that. They held
him accountable for some other things,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: ...late filings and otherwise, and that's why
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