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somewhat gquickly, at least, by the amount of fines that were
imposed by the Accountability Commission. I don't think that we
want to get in a position where we say that every little tiny
infraction becomes a serious violation and is worthy of removal

from office. But I do think that there were some serious
problems here. And I want to say right up front, I don't have
any ax to grind. I have met Mr. Hergert once, and it was

actually after all of this broke, after this story broke. So I
don't know him personally. I do know Don Blank, because he was
a regent for so many years. But I don't have a personal
friendship there, and certainly don't live in the district. And
I wasn't involved in the campaign in any way, nor did I take
sides in it in any way. I don't know, Senator Friend, whether
we can have an impeachment or not. If you look at the
constitution and you look at the plain meaning of the
constitution, it appears, at least, that we don't have that
ability. But I've seen other parts of the constitution where
the plain reading of the constitution didn't necessarily
determine a court decision. And I'm thinking most specifically
of the decision regarding legislative expenses, which (laugh) I
always thought, if you read the constitution closely, that there
is no way that we would ever be allowed legislative expenses.
But thanks to Senator Chambers and everybody concerned, we were
allowed that. I think this is a very important discussion
today. It really goes to the heart of fundamental guestions
regarding, one, whether we trust the election process, including
the accountability laws; two, whether we have confidence in the
laws of the state; and three, whether the people have trust that
we can govern...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...effectively. I think that David Hergert
ought to resign. I think he's lost credibility and
effectiveness. And you know, no matter how good of a regent he
has the potential for being, I think this is always going to be
there to shade or color what happens and what he tries to do.
And history is replete with the names of politicians and elected
officials, and even some appointed officials, who have had to
resign once a certain bridge has been crossed. And I
think...for myself, I think that Mr. Hergert has crossed that
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