TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
June 1, 2005 LB 70

very responsible segment of our population very happy, by
advancing this and ultimately adopting it. Thank you,
Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. On with
discussion. Senator Johnson, followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senator Cudaback, members of the body, one of
the things that we mentioned just briefly yesterday, and I think
it's worthwhile bringing up again here today, since there is the
question about the secondary use of the helmet, and much
discussion about the five-year-old and so on, and that's this,
is that in states that have done away with the mandatory helmet
use, the amount of use by youth, they both decrease by
50 percent. There are people who are over 21 who will continue
to wear a helmet at about the S0 percent rate. The disturbing
thing is, is that those under 21 also use a helmet at about
S0 percent. That's something that we cannot ignore. Those
under 21 will not wear their helmets at about the 50 percent
rate. One thing that I wanted to mention in getting back to the
freedom is something that the U.S. Supreme Court said in
response to the statement, it's my head and my brain and I can
do with...whatever I want with my head and my brain.
U.S. Supreme Court: From the moment of injury, society picks the
person up off the highway, delivers him to a municipal hospital
and municipal doctors, provides him with unemployment
compensation if, after recovery, he cannot replace his lost job,
and, if the injury causes permanent disability, may assume the
responsibility for him and his family's subsistence. We do not
understand a state of mind that permits a plaintiff to think
that only he himself is concerned. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Senator
Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
guess what. Senator Friend was just back there gesticulating,
and he was very passionately asking for somebody to answer his
question about what should be done in a situation where a very
young child is on the back of a motorcycle and the young child
has no helmet. And I'm standing in what I consider to be the
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