TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEEATE
June 1, 2005 LB 70

intend to fight this bill as hard as I can for as long as we
want to go. And that's the only bill I've said that about this
session. And I say that because there was an agreement on this.
Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator
Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
was going to fight the bill with that amendment. Even the ones
who worked that amendment had to acknowledge that it was, in
effect, unworkable. When I asked Senator Beutler about the
enforcement of it by law enforcement, he acknowledged that, in
his term, it's problematic, which is a diplomatic way of saying
it's unenforceable. I had been the one who told Senator Smith
that I was going to punish him because he voted for cloture. He
was the 33rd vote on something. Well, I feel that Senator Smith
has suffered enough. I'm past that now. We're looking at a
bill which there has been a lot of discussion on. In its
original form, I supported it--that's before Senator Smith voted
for cloture--because I have never supported a motorcycle helmet
law. Now Senator Smith will put the bill in the condition it
was in as the green copy. I will support that. I'm not going
to tell Senator Smith, after I've bludgeoned him, that you ought
to either repeal the law or leave it alone, and do everything I
can to try to help persuade him that what we should deal with,
if we're going to take a vote on the motorcycle helmet issue, is
to have it in a form which does indeed say something
unequivocal. And the unequivocal thing which ought tc¢ be said
is that the motorcycle helmet law is repealed. People can
oppose that repeal, and their mind is not going to be changed by
anything I say. In opposing a motorcycle helmet bill, I've not
talked about statistics, I've not compared Nebraska to other
states. It's just that my point of view is that the state
should not require people to wear these helmets or be charged
with a crime. Now, if they wanted to ban motorcycles, I've
pointed out that I will support that. Ban them from the public
streets, roads, and highways. 1 would support it. But that's
not going to happen. What is a legislative agreement or deal?
What is it? You all have been parts of them and have seen
people deviate from them. I've written rhymes mocking so-called
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