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upon their claim, the amount of dollars at the rate of $35 a day
for prisoners held in a county detention center from the time
that they are put in the detention center until the court
hearing and when they're determined to be a prisoner of the
state, that time frame. What has happened, several years ago
the jail reimbursement was costing...it was anticipated to cost
about $7 million, but it was only expended about $3.9 million,
so they decided that they could spend up to the $3.9 million for
county jail reimbursement. That was in the statute, in the
bill, up to that amount. This year's budget came out with
$3.5 million, in that area, not to exceed that. All I'm asking
for is that we would go up to that $3.9 million, what is in the
statute as far as it can go up to that amount. I am concerned
that the jail reimbursement policy is not very equitable for
counties, depending upon the time that they have state prisoners
in their detention centers. These dollars are given out, as
claims are received by counties, by quarters. The first two
quarters they get replenished, they get reimbursed almost the
full amount. If a county is unfortunate to have all of their
prisoners or inmates that are state prisoners in the last
quarter, they won't receive anything. I think this 1is the
pertion that I would really like to emphasize on taking a look
at in the future, but what I'm trying to do with my amendment in
the override is to just put it up to that $3.9 million, which
it's not to exceed. It don't have to go up to the $3.9 million.
It can stay down at the $3.5 million if they want to, but it
can't exceed that; up to that. But we're just ratcheting down
continually property tax relief to the community. That's what I
want to emphasize--property tax relief to the counties. What do
most people's concerns consist of when you're campaigning? Do
something about my property tax. Here is an example where we,
as a legislative body, can show by our vote whether we are
concerned about property tax relief or not. If you're not
concerned about property tax relief, don't support my override.
But if you're concerned about property tax relief, you better
take a listen and you better 1look at it, because your
constituents are very much concerned about property tax relief.
That's what I'm concerned about. This is only a little bit,
$400,000. Yes, a lot of $400,000s add up to be a lot. And I
respect the Governor for doing what he had to do and I
appreciate what he's doing, but I just think if we could just go
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