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is going well. We have advisory committees now that are
advising the various groups on how to treat addiction. One

thing about gambling addition, like I said, is it takes a
segment of people who have never been in trouble before but then
find themselves all of a sudden in a situation where they just
can't give it up. They either won some money once and they want
to win it again, or they're losing and they just feel that at
some point in time Lady Luck is going to be with me and I'll get
it all back. This dollars would be one-time money. I want to
caution everybody on that. There are some unspent dollars in
the Health Care Cash Fund at the end of this fiscal year, but I
do feel that this is something that is so important that perhaps
we could use these on a one-time basis. Senator McDonald is
going to do an interim study through this summer, hopefully,
that she'll come up with not only a solution that maybe we might
look at our constitution but also perhaps some funding in the
future for this very important issue. Senator Combs was right
on the number of individuals, and we have people on the waiting
list, trying to get in, for addiction. We do have some very,
very good addiction counselors in the state. Matter of fact,
some of them are recognized nationally. But it's a different
type of treatment; takes a little longer than alcohol and drugs
in many cases, and it's a mind-set, that they actually work on
the brain and how you think about things about risk taking. So
I would just endorse Senator Wehrbein's request. We have the
dollars. We can do it this time, and that we can move on and
hopefully help some people out of their addiction problems.
Senator McDonald, do you need any time? Would you like...or are
you. ..

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator McDonald.

SENATOR McDONALD: Is my light on next?

SENATOR CUDABACK: You are.

SENATOR McDONALD: Okay. I'll just take my time, but thank you.
SENATOR CUDABACK: You may continue, Senator McDonald.

SENATOR McDONALD: Mr. President, members of the body, and I do
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