TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 19, 2005 LB 117

our existing language for...to bring evidence of charges of
child neglect and child abuse. I think it would be a very rare
occurrence or a very rare incidence where you would have the
manufacturing of methamphetamine and the home being in a very
idealistic type of situation. That would be a very rare
characteristic. And under our current statute, it indicates
that a person commits child abuse if the child is placed in a
situation that endangers his or her life or physical or mental
health. I, being a layman, not an attorney, but having worked
with law enforcement collaboratively and cooperatively, and
having been to meth labs and visiting, being involved with
individuals that are addicted to methamphetamine, it's been my
experience that in an overwhelming majority of time other
elements of the household and the conditions of the kids would
meet the criteria to bring charges of child neglect. And the
fact that the cooking of meth and given the intrinsic danger
involved with that, I think the cooking of the meth in and of
itself within the household would meet the criteria as laid out
within our current statute of child abuse and child neglect. So
I'm very sympathetic with what you're trying to do, but 1I
question the necessity of it, quite frankly. I think, in my
instances of involvement with methamphetamine production, there
has been no barriers in our current law to bring appropriate
charges of child abuse and neglect, so I just question the
absolute necessity for this. I think that, given the
characteristics of these household as...households, as, Senator
Aguilar, as you outlined, there is more than enough evidence to
bring charges of child neglect. And I think that the fact that
methamphetamine and the intrinsic dangers associated with
cooking meth, that in and of itself and exposing children to
that brings more than sufficient evidence to bring these types

of charges, appropriately so, I might add, to these individuals.
Thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL: Senator Synowiecki. Senator Flood.

SENATOR FLOOD: Mr. President, members, I rise in support of
what Senator Aguilar and Senator Bourne are attempting to do in
FA281. I do see where we could make some changes to the
language, as written. Currently, Senator Chambers raised the
issue of being placed in the cooking. I can see his point on
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